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No Neceſſity ty for a Provide #0 | nom | 
| Roman Catholick for Salvation. 


E are all Chops thus far a greed That fix 
cere CHRISTIANITY is the, Gare Way to. 
- SALVATION. That to' be' ae we 
-muſt have the Hearts, and not -conterit our 
ſelves with the bare Name and naked Profeſſion of CHRI- 
STIANS. That the Authority of God and Divine Trath, 
and-no worldly or carnal Concern muſt fway and. govern 
.our whole Converſation. If we be not religious 1 good 
zerneſt, reſolving and. endeavouring to honour: God i in 
Heart and Life, according to the holy. Goſpel of our bleſ- 
ſed JESUS, it's no mater to us what Religion we 
or to what-Church we join our ſelves, W waa > 


Hypocr 4 , through what Church ſoever our W Ye Too 


| lead aſſuredly to- Hell: A wicked PROTESTAN 
e: "—ys PAPI will in Hell be of the ſame Commu- 


5 © True CHRISTIAN ITY isnoce other but that w eh ie 
was taught at firſt by CHRIST and his Apoſtles, and-all 
they who believe and live according to theit Dofrine | 
be Javed.  'Herein again ' we are all I ſuppoſe. a 
And if fo, I think it very r le we ſhould agree; 
well-in that-which I now add, Tt.is nor material ro 

quire whether a Man be of the-Church of ROME, 'or: - 
of the Church of ENGLAND, to find whether or 
he may VE WY would {atiy bimſel of 


No Neceſsity far a Proteſtant © 


the poſſibility of Salvation in the Way wherein he now is, 
ought to enquire whether he believeand live according to 
the Dot#rine taught by CHRIST and his Apoſtles ; ſecing 
they who do this are good CHRISTIANS, what other 
Names foever Men may beſtow upon them, and all_that 
are ſuch ſhall be ſaved. If therefore I: may be able to 
ſatisfy my ſelf thar'I beljeve;and Jive according to the Do- 
#rine deliver'd by CHRIST and his Apoſtles, I have no 
reaſon to doubt of the Pofibility of my Salvation in the 
Way wherein I zow am, though it were. fo, that I had 
never heard to this day of any ſuch Thing as a Charch: 
headed by a POPE or Biſhopot ROME. And I am yet 
ſomewhat confident that a Man may. belzeve and live ac- 
cording to the Doitrine of CHRIST and his Apoſtles, and- 
never hear of a Biſbop of ROME ; becauſe once Men 
certainly did fa, and yet were ſaved. 

The ext thing therefore that. I have to do, is to en- 
quire by what Means I may certainly know, what was 
the Doftrine of CHRIST and his Apoſtles ;1 for by-the 
ſame Means whereby this may be known, I may -alfo 
know the certain Way. to Salvation. If there be no ſuch 
Means left us, we are all Fools in profeſſing a Religion, 
the certain Do&#rize whereof can by*no means be known. 
If ſuch Meazs there be, there mult be*fome'certain Re. 
cords ſafely convey'd down from their Time to ours ; for 
by what other Means we at this diftance of fo many hun- 
dred years ſhould be certainly inform'd what they taught, 
is. by me unconceivable. Theſe Records then are to be 
diligently ſearched into, -and impartially examined, and 
whoſoever is found to believe and preffiſe according to the 
Dot#rine in thoſe Records contained, may be caneluded to 
be in the Way to Salvation. SI. 

Such certain Records we have, even the Books of the 
holy Evengel:{sand. Apoſtles, which. (togetlier he 
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In this weare all PA. 
T5 yo PROTESTAN ag gree, that che Dottrinein 
theſe Books contain'd, is the Dodtrine of CHRIST and his 
Apoſtles, and Divine Truth.  Whence-it certainly fok 
lows, that whatſoever Dorine is contrary to the Doftrine 
contained in theſe Books, whether it beitaugheby PAs 
PIST'S or PROTESTANTS, is/to bereje#edasnohe'of  . 
the Doi#rine of CHRIST and his Apoſtles. It ought not 
therefore to ſatisfy me, that #4 or 7 Doctriae.is 
by the Church of ROME, or by the Chirch of 
LAND ; for. by- which of them ſoever itths ti ig 
it be found | contrary to the Dottrine of. the Holy SCRIP-« - 
TURE, it is by the Confent of both Charches to be rje- 
Hed. Now ſeeing we PROTESTANTS take this Holy 
SCRIPTURE, andit only, for the RULE of Fajthand 
Life; itis certain;that holding to this RULE, we donor 
erri.either in Belief or Proftice 5 whilft on the other fide; 
we cannot be ſure," that they do not exr in: borh, who res: 
ceive ancther RULE ; *till it appear that the other RU LE: 
which they: receive, is as true-and- cart ain as ours is acs/ 
knowledged' tobe, Our part of the RULE, and that: 
which indeed we'take tb-be the whole, being granted. us. 
| >=\Qaeſtion is about: their part of it; Ours'is on- at 
ands:;granted to bemoſt fure'and certain, theirs alonete-/ 
+. ng hear, prey reds: 
> why I-fhould think zbeir Way than' "00... 
| on, Shy idios [fafzy to follow an wwcert 
| /which Þ ehink no! 'body-will-be fo 


roaffirmn.. EOLTAY 1AZ oil cru $556 TY « 2 
- The RULE which choy of the ROMAN Conutias'.. — , . | 
albance againſt a is that of TRADITIONt+-T am: 3 
therefore ;next to-conſider Kg roſe taco ; 


hyage And, Setonllly; whe reater: roſes I 
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perſwade ime, That it is ſafer to truſt to-it, whethee 
fengly,orin Conjunttion with our own, than to our own alone, 
which'is the boly SCRIPT URE. | 9-04 
This TRADITION. confifts of fuch DoQtrines of 
Faith and Prattice as are ſuppoſed to have been taught 
either by CHRIST himſelt, or being dictated by the 
Holy Ghoſt to his Apoſtles, were delivered by them to the 
CHURCH, not n WRITING, but in WORD 
only, and ſo have ſucceſſively been handed down from 
Father to, Sox, unto the preſent Age.- And theſe are af 
according tothe Council of TKENT to be received- 
with equal affetion of Piety and Reverence, as: the holy. 
SCRIPTURE. - ot - ; 

Now I confeſs, if it may appear as evidex:ly to me, 
that CHRIST or his Apoſtles left ſuch Do##rines to the 
Cuſtody of the CH U.RCH,, of. equal  zeceſſity to the 
SALVATION. of Chriſtians, with. thoſe that 'ara. 
written in the SCRIPTURE, as it doth that they 
left us.theſe which are writtcn-in the SERIPTURE; 
and if I may be well aſſured; that theſe very Do#rines 
which the Church of RO ME now holds, and. pretends 
toan Authority of impoſing upon all Chriſtendom, 'are in-. 
deed the very ſame which were. at firſt (as aboveſaid )- 
deliver'd to the CHUR CH,.I can fee no reaſog-whiy: 
I ſhould not be bound to believe the one as ' firmly as the: 
other. For ſeeing it is the Authorityof the firft Preachers: 
of it, and: not barely the Writings: of 'it,.that bi 
to believe the Doitrine; if I can be-equallyaſfured, 
as-well what is «uwritten-as what 1s written, was preach'd: 
by them; as zeceſſary tothe SALVATION of Man-- 
kind, I muſt needs alfo own an equal 0b/;gation:upon me. 
to believe them al alike. | 08 

But zeither of theſe.conld I ever ſe clear'd; nor can-F 
eonceive any hope,. that I ſhall hereafter. And ſeeing! 


TIT TRY” TY ROT TRE PE Ea SY wy "IR warns hd = _—_— , YI 
4 oe POS OS OE S. om FA * * R Lt tag E WE. Re S Pop. gy o* . Br ao: efg of ha y 
New _ Wy i ” xs Ol Fa : : 9} I ms, 5 "»f* I 
"* 36 . / : * - Lg . - s > , 397 4g $c 
, t4 4 Ps". we, v Us 2! 9 x Tis > 


they ' have convinced we. In the mean jesd to 
=# enough to me, that GOD himſelf was 

fignify to the World his Wit in writing, w 

not imagine why He ſhould: do, had he not or 3 oa wo 
ſhould learn his Will: from: what is writtes; and not-from 
any. awwritten TR ADIFION. And I am the more 
confirm'd in this Opinion by this, -that he'did not uſe 
this way of revealing his Mind unto Men at the fr 

nor till after the World had had-a- _— — 

cern by experience the Unfaithfulneſs pre. nw TRA- 
DITIO So that +bi and ſome other Conſiderations 
whereupon the PAPISTS uſe to their Argu- 
ments againſt both- the Negeſſiry and Perfettion of 
SCRIPTURE, ſeem to me very fully to evince both 


the ove and the ther ; and ſo to leave n6 room at all-for- 
their awwrjvten. TRADITIONS as any pert-of the 


" Yew, feein they, who are always preachi this Dos 
Frine to us, That there is-#v.SA LV ATION:- for them 
thitt are' not of their: Communion,--preach it not as a pri-- 
vate Opiaion of their own; or of ſome few others in that 


Communion ; but 2$ the generally received Dottrine of that 


- Charch, which 20 le than INFALLE- 

BLE;  it:concerns me ſo much the more -to- uſe all LH 
e ditigen £0 find-our - what- Truth there” may 
i :0#.-  And-that,. no: gene ef _—_ "IE 

by dikeere- the Neeeſfty of changing iow t6-mia 


ſare of my-own os Happineſs: gy Yecz auhe 
Determination 00s. Phi will at ace ——— 


| (as it ſeems tome) N10 als tm. ry pacing nat 
tween'the PAPISTS and. Us. | If I can- find it 'n 
Ss cm Wfhal GR that Communian,. If 
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be 2 Fool to trouble my ſelf with the Study of the- 
SCRIPTURES, and ſeeking out for my felt in thew 
a way to Heaven ; when I may yo by tte over 
the Threſhold out of the oxe "Church I the other, to 
meet with an INFALLIBLE JUDG, whom if I 
do but follow, I cannot go amiſs. . And to diſpute any 
longer with my {elf, whether I ſhould do { or nor, 
would but ſhew me fitter for Bedlew than for any Church; 
ſeeing none but the maddeſ# Man alive would diſpute for 
DAMNATION. On the other ſide, If I find 
it falſe, that a Mau cannot be ſaved out of that Communi- 
on, 1 muſt needs be convinced, that the ROMAYN 
Church which hath determined it for a certain Truth, 
hath already Erred both in Faith and Charity ; and that | 
havieg eval ſhe is not INFALLIBLE; and being 
not INFALLIBLE, by her own Canfeſfion cannot 
be that -ON E, *HOLY, CATHOLICK and APQO- 
STOLICK Church, out of which there is no SAL- 
VATION. Sa that as this Aſſertios. of that Churgh 
ſhall 'be found to be, true or falſe; even {0 will the 
POPISH Religion appeax alſoto be. 

But here I meet with a..very great Df, id. my 
way, as I am going to ſeek out the Truth or Lees of 
this Aſſertion ; that however I.may; be able to ſatisfy. ay 
felf, yet 1 ſhall never (for ought I can ſee) he at 

fatisfy thre. who are the Authors of it, any oth 
thaniby a total Submi/ion of my own Jedewent's al 
ſcience 00 to _ is IN a blind Obedience 
to their Wil... Hiboe (as\1s-evident) | is betw 
two Churches, Rds reaf challengeth to.it ſelf the 


big-lwoln Prerogative, of being the Lay and Mather 

all'Churches:; A. eos pb derhorly of of preſcribing to the t 
Faith of all Chriſtians, the incommynicable 
Priviledg of - haing tha LH a boa 
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troverſies 1n Religiom; fina 7, 20 | e P 


dining and declaring t0- all the -World the true 


THER and MISTRES-CH URCH, ſole COM- 
MANDRESS and INFALLIBLE JUDG, hav! 
already in the Fulneſs of Power determin'd it, and by 
her Supreme Authority impoſed an Oath upon her SubjetFs 
to maintain it, Thet none out of her Communion can be 
ſaved, ſhould after all this in pure Condeſcenſion to Men 
declared Heyreticks, diveſt her ſelf of her Authority, lay 
alide her Infalible Definitions, come down from the Tr:- 
buxal and the Throne of Judicature and , and ſtand 
at the Barr, ſubmitting her ſelf. and the whole Cauſe to 
an indifferent and equal Trial ; .js-a thing as little to be 
hoped for, as it is yet. unagreed upon by what Law, Jury 
or Fudg the Controverſy ſhould bedecided. And truly on 
the other fide, it ſeems to me altogether as unreaſonable 
in Her "to accept; That we PROTESTANTS: of 
the Gharch of ENGLAND, tho we pretend to. ag» 


thing of this Exorbitezt Power over Her or other Churches, - 


or of. determining Di/pwees for all the World, ſhould yet, 
upones naked Sammons from Her, whole Authority we 
ueftion; and; ſee no. reaſon to. acknowledg,: forthwith: 
ubſcribe to the Sentence of our own Cordeninations with- 
to & "where our profeſied 4averſaries-miltrbe at. 


is moſt notorioully our Cyſe. 


What courſe. gow \it; this Cofe can be taken by. us?” 


The Chorch of ROME tells us exprefly and 
rily, We cannot be ſaved out: of hex Communion: I 
we believe her without any more ado? That's, ins 
the way to make. a-fhort-end of all out Diferencesy 


then we taut yeild.to be Jay's; or 


erms of Salvation. Now, that this ROMA N-MO-- 


out __ and lege} Proceſs, or indeed fo much. as yield . 
onde. the Lev-maters, Adcenfers, Witneſſes ; and yet this - "I 
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Damnation : But if we believe-her not (as for my-part = 


I-know not how- we can do, till we'ſee- ſome reaſon wh 

we ſhould do ſo) the Diſpute (for ought I-can ſee) '1s 
like to be. exdleſs. For no ſuch reaſons can, or - ought ſbe 
to give us, if-ſhe will be conſtant to her ſelf, and-ſtand to 


her own Principles, (as will plainly'appear anon) and - : 


if ſhe deſert her own Principles, ſhe muſt yield her ſelf 
to be fallible, and not the true Church ; and then in vain 
is all talk of Reaſons, why they that are not of her-Com- 
union [hould be damned. | 

\However, ſuppoſe it be pretended (asindeed ut is) 
that -we have had ſufficient Reaſons given us, -why we 
ought to believe her in this Point. 'This then is the pre- 
ſent Queſtion between us, Whether ſhe hath ron us | 
ſufficient Reaſon for this, or no. She confidently affirms 
it, We as confidently deny it. She calls us obſtinate He- 
yeticks for denying it, and lays many a heavy Curſe upon 
us: We, for this, think her a very #nreaſonable and im- 
periows Miſtreſs, ulurping an Authority ' over -us,” which 


God never gave her. Who, I wonder, ſhall now be 


thought fit to decide this Diſpute ? She will be zried and 
judg'd by no other but her ſelf; for She is reſolv'd to be 
ſole and Infallible JUDG in all Controverſies of Religion: 
That is, in plain terms, She will accuſe us, and ſhe will 
leave us no room for our own Defence ; She will condemn - | 
us, and ſhe will not permit us to queſtion. the Juſtice of + 
her Sextence. She tells us, we are bound to beheve-her, © 
and obey her,-or elſe we muſt die eternally for it ; we. 7 
defire ſome reaſon may be ie; ap to convince us; of this 
Duty, and ſhe tells us again, {ſhe is our. Supreme and In- | 


; fallible Miſtreſs, and Mother, .and Ju 2 and {o the Conn / 


clufion is, We muſt believe ſhe hath this Supreme Autho-. 
rity and Infallibility, becauſe ſhe is Supreme and Infallible; * 
which we can yet ſee no reaſon to- believe, and therefore 


wh 7s tir Rptien Catholick f 


cannot believe; and becauſe we cannot believe it, we 
are declared to. be Heretichs,” -and ina State of Damns- 
ton, 

Seeing then, that the Charch of ROME will t 
means recede from her Claims to this SUPRE MA 
and INFALLIBILITY, it ſeems rat ereph =, 


7 00. 
there is'no poſſibility of ſorisfying her any 'wa ; fa 1,” 
| ever, but by yeilding my ſelf u tively to hed Kel | >: 
any farther diſpute. But becauſe I cannot dothis, with- . © 
out Violence to my Conſcience, and incurring: that 124 | 


| Damnation, which ſhe would perſwade me 

| revent; I muſt of neceſſity leave her a while to'fath 
her ſelf about the Truth and Charity of hes Doliras: 2s 
ſhe can ; whilſt I for my ow io rn Satisfattion take 
h into a very ſerious Conſideration ſe two things..”, | 


1 E Whether I can diſcern any ſolid ground-to 
| that I'm -— thro. 5 T am now « PROTE. 


: ally think my ſelf in'a fair way to Selvation whereT ain 
f already Cher and 'cannot diſcern any more hopeful-y _ 


1 - "*STANT of the Church of ENGLAND: * _ 
SI - TI. What more hopeful way to SALVATION the : ©, 
- '- . Charchof ROME NE "0 
So ; £into h her Communion.” "et : 
= £ 64 4 265 3 p 
i | - If thereſulr of this double E=quiry ſhall be, chick re- ; 
a Ke 


> | -intheChwhof ROME; Imuſt 

_- | Ke Conſent nd under the PET” 
S on, *6 Reerim: conr [4 acct a 

n be able;by fi a diligent and: al imq | 

- | unto, and content my {elf with- that Rejjs . 
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The ifr/# thing I am to.inquire into -is, hat good 
ground. of hepe lan diſcern, that 1 may be laved as 1 -an; 
* 4 Proteſtant. And here; ;the frf thing 1 am toreonfider. 
1s, . What 1 mean.by the,Namejof PRO:LESTANT,.- 
as it iS.0wn'd iby.the Members of the Church of E N G- 
LAND, and as I.can heartily anfwer «to\it,  ' _ 

By a iProreſtent 4 underitand\no'other but a Chriſtian, 
adheringrfarmly both in Faith and Prattice to the written 
Ward.of Ged, and proteſting again{t both-the Faith and' 
Prattice of. the: Paprſts, and.all others whatſoever, fo.far 
only, ..as they are- either repugnant to the Holy Scriprure 
+12 any thing, 'o0r «zgroxnded on the fame in things pre- 
tended by them xeceſſary to Salvation. Such Protgſtants 
do we. of :the Church ot England profels our ſelves tobe, 
as, 1$- apparent unto all, from the Sixtb of our KXXIX 
Articles, affirming, That'the Scriptures contam allthings 
neceilary to Salvation; ſo that whatſoever 5 not read there- 
in, nor may be proved thereby, #s not tobe a he any - 
Man, that it ſhould be believed as an frticle-off theFaith, 
or be thought requiſite or neceſſary to Salvation. + 

Fhis 1s our ver y-firf Privciplt, as we ate called Pro- 
feſtapts, and luch-an- one I do heartily profels'my felf ; 
reither {pe I yet the leaſt cauſe to doubt of my Salvation, © 
whil by; the, Grace. of God I.live anſwerably' to this 
Profe{{ian. - For that the Proteſtant Religion built;uport 
icuchaay; 6 is. 4. {fe Reli How, As 1 hank: alrogether, as 
phin, as. that Chriftianity it [elf, pure and unwix'd, is the 
$41/t9-Sa/netion.; becanſe tis plain, that-this Ke 2102. WE 

ofes,\ holding to this Principle, can' be} no 

ut pare and wamix'd Chriſtianity, being tha 
other, which is contained in the Holy ScriÞrate; - 
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Is then the, holy - Seriptore. the. SHO of, Gol, | 
Was * wvenunto.usof Gogetobe:the:/ 
gian, that-1s, of our Faith, Worſbipy: b: 
tomy or, wes it not If *'Bellermine 11ay:' FR ds ry: EO ; be 
. is. the Declaxation: Of. the Catholick: Church: both inthe! 7 - 4 
Third Council of Carthage, and alfo in that of: Treats» Thes _ ' 4 
Buoks of 'the Prophets and Apoltles izre: tht trac; Word of ll 
God,a#s. the: {are and {table Rue of Life. Andias heſborrly: > M 
after iadds, The mot# ſure end latelt Rule:: Now whether:  - I 
is, be:the. Tn perfett and-adequate "Rule; as meeoarns © 
- ſtangly a Jrm;or only a partiah we pb eve a 


asthaP-pifs contend; #6 ſelf; whenid 
SC able-to of Wade Forar 1 acne eat 
ted, toibe the Word of: Gos. which-cannotic ;, and 


i vaqueltionably trwe-inall things arr ads then ; 
5 andot choſe many excelleatthinge which:irvery:: 


| oh J | Feachatly; it's own {antes wes 41," | E- 
d:19; the. firf place, 'thab\ Gas, hiewſelft werit thi We 
Pe yo” 5 av :the\- -compleat Rule; of  Pirtgoandi - | "of 
19s ka 23 4x. That be cop:wended them tobewridroncomt, 
;hab and Gat. Deyn 6g. rhe 424.206 That 5 bs 
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1 Chron. 16. 40. 2 Kjngs 22.13; And therefore I do. 
not wonder to hear the Pſalmiſt, ſaying, The Law of the 
Lord i perfet#, converting the Soul, Pial. 19. 7. nor+to, 
find Iſaiah ſending Men to the Law and to the Teſtimony, 
ſaying, If any ſpeak not according to this Word, it is = ' 
cauſe there is no Light in them ; 11a. 8. 20. 
Again, I find our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, and his z- 
poſt les after him, very frequently appealing and referring 
their Hearers to that which had been written in the Books 
of Moſes, in the Pſalms, and in the Prophets. | They have 
Moſes and the Prophets, let them hear them, faith Abra- 


4. The things which are moſt ſurely believed among us, Veja: 
all things of ; 
the very firſt, v. + I find St. John, who wrote laſt of all: 
: ag 


Scripture as fully and plainly. 
2 Tim. 3.15, 16,' 17. ſaying, T 
able to rake « Man wiſe unto. 


the Man of God may be perfedt, throughly" furniſbetf unto: 
all good Works. Row what more can we defire, t] an” 
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is dew 67 SRI And ws ate © hete plainly 
told, that +he Holy Seriprure. is able to make bo "What 
moye can be needful to direQt us in the way to Salvation, 
than what we may learn from the Scripture? It is py able 
: for our Information and Eftabliſoment in the . ruth, for. 
- the Confutation of Error and: Hereſy, orretion' 
1 of Vice and W, ickedneſs, for our In ratfos i in Right, o8ſ-. 
neſs. Tt is ſo profitable for all theſe purpoſes, that - 
A the Man of Go the Paftor and Teacher may be made 
' mpleat, and well furniſs'd' for all the 'Eranches of. his 
Of ce, all the works of his'holy Calling.” In ſhort," it is... 
«ble to bring us to. Faith in” Chrift Fe = "And whoſotver 
mg in him, ſhall not periſh, but have Everlaſting Life ; 
Joh. 3.16 
Furthermore; from the ſame Scripture I alſo learn, that 
Unwritten of Oral Tradition hath. ever been. found" too 't 
deceitful 7 4" thing to- be 7e/ied_on for ſo great a ankbp; 
Salv#ion. | 1find that before the: Flood, gee 
the Jong Lives of Men, the few Principles of Natural'Re-. 
ligion, and the 2aſintfs. 'of as Fro and prontrin 


ſo agreeabl 'to hamane*Nature, / 
Pete rig fe Sp 51 0 £ Hh; Gen, 4 Th pat ery ge 
hos a abt og mas only evil - 
Ip Flood, the whole W; | 
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STEch Article," Tar e'Chardy, N 
ATHANASIUS CE FD. "yd" that bios 
\ | ui the APOSTLES" CREED, "Gught 
| boar try ; for he oy e'yy de 
Ap Wurrants of Hb ing then, 3. WeT 
ceivefind f eodoHly chliee thr ME O/cds; aid i ; 
cher, which the Chirih of / aro ſelf 

; lieve;; and- whichi'were hrs, oo. *by the” c_ 

of C4y3Pt, "for above "for 4 Years after ne fie 
| ting of Chriftiaity;' to ofitiin TS 
he "for the SahV3/29) of 'Ch/HHTHHS 
. hence zeher'd this'firther Conhirmar "uf 


J rance; "that we Proreftxintyare in the'dir, to SH/0E-- , 
fion ; that wy ; ArG the very ſame RAigtth, and-nio. 6:- - Fn 
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in the Time of Pope Celeſtize, did expreſly decree, That 
it ſhould not be lawful to utter,” write, or compoſe any other 
Faith, beſides that which had been defined by the holy Fathers 
. congregated in the Holy Gho#t in the City of Nice. Order- 
ing, that all they ſhould be puniſb'd, who tender'd any 'o- + 
ther to ſuch as had a deſire to be converted to the Knowledg of 
the Truth, mhether they were Gentiles, Jews, or of any 0- 
ther Hereſy, Whereby-'tis plain, that the Fathers in 
this third Council did conclude that Creed to comprehend 
the entire Faith of a Chriſtian. And indeed a'Man would 
think that the Council of Trent had in the Beginning 'of 
it been altogether of the ſame-mind, when of the” ſame 
Creed it thus declared it ſelf ; That it is that Principle where- 
in all that profeſs the Faith of Chrift do neceſſarily agree, 
and the Firm and Onely Foundation againit which the fuk 
of Hell ſhall not prevail. ELD 
I may, I think, upon theſe Conſiderations, without 
more ado, be very well ſatisfied of the. Safety of the 
Proteſtant Religion. The Papiſts themſelves muſt grant, -- 
That whatſoever we believe or pratiiſe, as of neceſſity 
to Salvation, really is ſo, and therefore, that we do not 
err either in our Faith or Prafice, whilſt we' live accor- 
ding to our own Principles. For it- we ery in either, fo. 
far do they ery alſo ; and not they only, but al the Chriſti-: 
a, World. And here we may prefs thert with their own- : 
way of Arguing, and to much.more'purpole, - than they 
are wont to ule it again(t us. , When: they would cons - © 
vince us that their Religion is the: ſafer, they are wont. - 
thus: to -argue ; That. Religion" ig#he 1afer, wherein, by: - 
the Confeſſion of both Sides, 4 Man may be ſaved :- but both ' 
Sides confeſs, that a Man may be ſaved in the Popiſh Reli-. © 
gion, and both Sides do not ws 4 that « Man maybe: ſaved {4 
in the Proteſtant Religion : therefore the Popiſh Relignom is | 
the ſafer. Suppoſing now this way. of. arguint* br-the 4 
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No Neceſsity for a Proteſtant = 


ſay. The Conſequence is plain, becauſe all Chrifiaxs all 
the World over, that make any Figure of a Church, hold 
the ſame both Faith and Prattrce with us, in what weac- 
count xeceſſery to Salvation, the Church of Rome it ſelf 


- not excluded. 


that the Churchof Rome in oe Bond aber of 6 
Fants or adult Perſons, ray ge: any other Co 
of Faith, but that only of poſtles Creed, 'y 
the ſame weuſe; and if ET be þ, 
Faith, bee for the Salvation of P 
not enough alſo for Proteſtants ? And if the tioned  - > 
Articles of the Trentine Faith, and P. Pixs his Creed be = 
neceſſary to Salvation, why is there no mention made of 
' thenrin the Rows Order off Baptiſm ? * { 
He a&Stlat of St. Paul, (1 Tim. 4. 1,2, 3.) where, Y 
Foretelling of ſome who in later Times would come and preach Mi 
4 Dottrine, forbidding to marry, and commanding to — 
from Meats, which God hath createdto be received ; ; he brands 4 
them with the infamous Title of Mew that depart from the 4 
riving +heed to" (educing Spirits, and Dottrines of _ 
And ſeveral other Places of Scripture he then 20 
© that Hereticks, ſuch as gk that af- 
urreQion to be paſt already, . or denied that Je- 
If iſt, '&', are in a State of Condenenation. 


No Neceſſity for a Proteſtant * 

'not ſee, but after the ſame rate, as he here defends: the 
"Charity of his Church, he might alſo defend her Juſtice, 
if She ſhould pretend, that becauſe Chrif commanded 
his Diſciples to fetch him another Man's Aſs and her Colt; 
She did but what he taught, in taking away other Mens 
Goods, and giving no other reaſon for it but this, that 
{ſhe hath zeed of them. | 5/12. 

What the Papiſts ſay more, . to ſhew that we can have 
no Saving Faith, 15 one of thele rwothings. Either, firſt, 
That it 15 not an extire Faith, there being (as they ſay) 
many meceſſary Articles, which we believe not: Or, Se- 
condly, That it is 00 right-gronnded Faith, ſeeing it 1s-not 
butlt upon fufficient Authority, that-is to ſay, on the Aw- 
' thority of the Catholick Church. I COP 

Their firſt Objetion to the Proteſtant Faith. is this, - 
That it is no entire Faith. And hegeI am told by-the 
Repreſenter, There is no more hopes for one that denies -ob- 
ftinately any one Point of Catholick Faith, tho he believes 
all the reſt ; than there is for one that keeps Nine of the 
Commandments, with the Breach of the Tenth. Now this 
ſeems to me no great Encouragement to change the Com 
munion of the Church of Englaud fox that of -Rome;-if 


” 


an-entire Faith and an entire Obediencebe'but equally ne> 
<efſary. T wiſh with-all my;Heapt- Feould be -as ſure, 
that the Church of Rome doth not break the fri Commund- 
ment, by her Invocation of Saints, and Adoratios. of the © 
Hoſt ; and the ſecond Commandment, in her Adoration of 
Images and the Croſs ; as I am fure, that the Charch of 
England neither-obſtinately denies any Article of the Ce 
tholick Faith ; nor coumtenanceth the Breach'of any-ope of 
the ten Commandments, as that Church ſeems too mach - _..” 
to do, whilſt ſhe takes no little Care, that the:People.. | 
may not. know. then 4/1. | 24. 4:4;  þ 


ns p33 


to turn Roman Catholick for Salvation; 


We ſtedfaſtly believe the whole' Scripture, ſofar as we A 
are able to underſtand it, explicitly; and: when we do + * E 
not implicitly ; we receive the'three Creeds, which have Mt 
ever been thought to contain the extire Faith of a Chri- By 
ſtian : wherein then is our Faith partial "or defettive? 
I muſt conſider that anon : at preſent, ſeeing Obftinacy, 
according to our Adverſaries, is a neceſſary ingredient 
of an Heretick}, I can cafily aſſure wy felf, tho T donot 
{ce how *tis poſſible for me to ſatisfy them, that I am no- 
Heretick ; forT certainly know, that T am very deſirous 
to be throughly informed, and to be brought-to'a right - - 
underſtanding of all neceſſary Truths; and am ftill in a | 
readinefs, and full preparation of Mind, to believe 
one Or all of their Articles, whenſoever they ſhall "leaſe | 
to prove the Trath of them, either by Scripture, or by 
unqueſtionableApoffoliead Tradition. - I am ſure theres 
fore, I deny not- obftizately any one Point of 'Catholick * 
Faith, But till-they youchſafe me- the proof I defire, 
I muſt content my ſelf withthe Scriprure, which is able © 
to make' wiſe unt# Sefuatjion through- Faith which is -im © 

f the Pope of Rome, nor-in the - 
pectally , that” we 
h»-to the Scripture; 
meaning, in beſtow- 
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No Neceſsity for a Proteſtant 
ing Scripturiſts and Goſpelers ? Tf, ſubmitting our Faith?! 
in all things to the Scripture, we can be Hereticks ; then,” 
mult the Scripture teach Hereſy, and cannot be the Word: 
of God, What a Contradidtion is this 1n Papiſts, to call us: 
Scripturifts and Hereticks ; which is in effeCt to ſay, That 
we adhere only to the Infallible Truth of God, and yet: 
are guilty of obſtinate Error in the Faith ? FE 

What is it then wherein our Faith is defe&ive ? It is 
in this, that we do not believe a that the Church of 
Rome propounds to be believed. This indeed would 
make us Papiſts, but whether it would make us better 
Chriſtians than we are already, is not ſo certain. A 
Papiſt (faith the Repreſenter ) is one that lives and bes 
lieves what is preſcribed in the Council of Trent. But this 
Rule of the Papiſts Faith came into the World ( as we 
think) too late, almoſt by fifteen hundred Years, to be 
the Rule of the Chriſtian Faith ; and therefore he could 
not have repreſexted his. Religion to us-with greater dif 
advantage than here -he doth. - We, cannot conceive, 
how ſo {mall a handful of Prelates, moſt of them” Iralis 


as, {worn Vaſſals to the Bibs of "Rowe, afſembled tos 
ether at Trent fifteen hundred Years afteg Chriſt's preach-! 


err. proceed- 
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of that Epheſine Council, and not very confifteatly to it's | 
own 62% decree ſo many more Poizts, than that 
Creed contains, as weceſſary to be believed. Moreover 
BY if this be the great Oracle we muſt conſult, as our | 
= BY Guride to Heaven; where muſt we meet with him, that 
ÞH can give-us the certain Sexſe of its Genera! and Ambigu- 
ous Reſponſes ? The learned*ſt of the Romiſh Church ate 
not yet well agreed about it ; and if the Exgh/fh Repre- 
ſenter, or French Expounder have had the luck to hit ir, 
I am ſure, that many heretofore, who thought them- 
ſelves as wiſe as either of them, have lv mifg'd it : "Y 
Or elfe-that. Council, and the Religion calld P hath - 
ſeveral Faces for ſeveral Times Countries, in one 2 
ap and time, ſhall look like i# feff, and in another ſhall 
made to. look as/tike the Proteftant Religion, as the 2 
Artificial Painter dares*make it. But that which here E 
Put us to a ſtand in this, That as the Pope at firſt taught : = 
that Councit to ſpeak ;.10 hath he reſerved' the Ivterpre- © 
tation of its Deerges to, the See Apoſtolick, or himielf "2 
ontyy and He is nat way leas'd ur plain terms to let 
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This I think is a thing, thar muſt needs 46 Vit 
for any one-to believe, that believes the Iyfpire 


. Goodneſs and Feracity of God. *And how it can everbe 
made evideyt, that there are ſuch neceſſary unwritten Tre- 
bk ditions, or that theſe, which the Church of Rome holds, ' 
q are they; I think ro Man hving'can imagine; **T am 
Y ſure if the Papiſts way of reaſoning be good;"it's-ſafer 
'y not to believe this.' ' For all-Sides conſent, that the Sorips 
ture which we have is the certain Word of God; but all 
Sides are not agreed, that unwritten Traditions are the 
Word of Ged; therefore it'is ſafes to believe the Srrip- 
ture only to be the Word of God, and not Traditions. 


y: We hold us to Scripture, and the Papiſts grant that to -- 
Y be. the /afeſ# Rule; their greateſt ſtrength lies in' wn 


/ written, or ( as oe Ady wont toſpeak) Oral and- Prat#i- 
LS) cal Traditions; which in plain Exgliſh, is-no more but - 
it. Report and Caſtom ; and whether there can reaſonably be 

'Y. thought any certs/ty in theſe, equal tothe of the written 

is ” +55 oy 

&X Word of God given by Divine Inſpiration, can be no hard 
matter for 2. very weak Underſtanding to. determine. 


Churches, about th&" Keep: 
Conteſts between the Roman and 
aboue rehaptizing Herericks, were rboca 
eld by Preences on-all hands to: Tradition. Fl 
--6f\ old | for* Hereticks, when they were 7 
7 the Seriprure, to. take ſhelter under Tra- 
OE .- > E dition”: 
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26 No Neceſsity for a Proteſtant 
Tertul. de dition : whence Tertullien call'd them Lucifugas Scriptua- 
Prefer. c.25- , rum, Mew who ſhunx'd the Light of the Scriptures. 
Again, faith he, They confeſs indeed that the Apoltles 
were ignorant of nothing, and differed not among them- 
ſelves in their preaching ; bat they will not bave it, that 
they revealed all things to all; for ſome things they deli- 
ver d openly to all, ſome things ſecretly and to a few; and 
that becauſe St. Paul uſeth this ſaying to Timothy, O Ti- 
mothy, keep that which « committed to thy truſt: And 4- 
gain, that good thing which is committed to thee, keep. Ire- 
Sd nr, au alſo makes meation of Hereticks who” affirm'd, 
Hzr.1. 3.c.2. T hat out of the Scriptures the Truth could not be found out 
by them who underſtood not Tradition, becauſe it was not de- 
liver 'd by Writing, but by living Voice; for which canſe 
alfo St. Paul faid, we fpeak Wiſdom:-among them that are 
perfett. St. Auguſtine 10 his 97th Trat# upon Foha, faith, 
that all the mot fooliſh Hereticks, who defere to be accounted 
Chriſtians, uſed to colour their audacious Filtions with 4 
pretence from that Sentence of the Goſpel, Joh. 16. 10. 
I have many things to ſay unto you, but you'cannuot bear them 
zow. Thus did the Hereticks of old both plead Tradi- 
tion, and ſought to ſtrengthen their Plea by ſuch places 
of Scripture as theſe ; which are the very ſame, thatthe 
Papiſts produce to the fame purpoſe, as" may, be ſeen in 
Bellarmine, and others. - _ | Ft 

But I find that the Orthodox Fathers of the Church 
were of another Mind. © The things which we find wot in 
the Scriptures (faith St. Ambroſe) how. can we uſe thee. 
Ambr. LT. c. 23. Let thoſe of Hermogenes thus 

'rercul; ady, Shop: Claith, Teftulian ) ſbew that it is written. If it be 
Hermog, c. 22. #0f written, let them fear that Woe defi for thoſe that * 
| aad or take awitye Trenews {aith, that what the Apaſtlefhud: | 
tren. l. 3. C: I» preach? d, Fey, «7'-pennainry by the Will of God they oli» | 
wer d unto s in the Scriptures, 40 be the fanndation aud pillar 
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lieving theſe things, till ſometing be- produced, where- 
by we may be affur'd, either that theſe things which they 
-commend unto' us come indeed from Chriſt and his Apo- 

Yes, or that we are obliged to take the Church of Rome's 
word for a-good aſſurance, It ſeems to me a very unrea- 
ſonable thing, that we ſhould be condemn'd as obſcinate, 
for not believing things never ſufficiently proved, whilſt 
we know and declare our. ſelves prepared in Mind, to 

yield upon the firſt rational Copvi#ion. Why ſhould: 

not that Church have the Charity to forbear her Cexſures; 

till ſhe have tried the ſtrength of her Arguments ? Why 

was the Council of Trent, contrary to the Cuſtom-of  0-- 
ther Conncils; fo liberal of her Cares, and fo ſparing of 

her Reaſons ? One good Reaſon would do more to make 

us of her Communios than a-thouſand Anathema's. Would 

not a Man ſuſpe& that they have nof good Reaſons to 
ſhew, who keep them {ſo cloſe? The plain - Tyuth- is, 
there have been ſuch vain pretences to Tradition in all 
Ages, one contradicting another, rhat it ſeems'impoſſi- 

ble in this Age to diſcern between #rze and falſe. Did 

not Clemens Alexandrinus call it an Apoftolical Tradition; 

that Chrift preach'd but oxe Year ? And,djd; not. Ireneus 
pretend a Tradition, deſcending from St.Johy, that Chriſh 

was about. fifty Yearsold Siva! he was crucified ? And: 

do the Papifes account either of theſe to be #rae? 'Many. 
things might be*named, which for ſome time have been 
receiv'd as Apoſtolical Traditions; which the Ghurth of 
Rome will not now-own to be ſo. Andthoſe which ſhe 
owns,” The-can no more prove taibe fo, than' thoſe;the © - 2 
hath rejefed. It were caly to ſhew this; even from'a-:.”. 3 
bundance of their own Writers, 'who affertthePerfedti- . . * 
ox of the Scripture, and complain'.of the- MS: -* 
pretence tO. 'Fradition hathdone ; and*who co ; rhey 
cannot be proved to.come from the Apofbler.";: BJ fhalt 
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P. Tulixzs the Third. *We Hull eogfe Sp | 
our ſelves, that we cannot prove that which we hold nd 
teach concerning Traditions, but we have ſome Conjettures 
only. And again ;*I» truth whofoever jhall diligently com-' 
ſiaer the Seripture, and then all the things that are uſually 
done in our Churches, will” find there is great difference be. 
rwixt them; and that this Dottrine of ours i very unlike, 4 
and, in many things, quite repugnant to it. What. faid | "2A 
Eraſmus long ſince on the 24 Pſalm, They call the" Peo- - 
ple off (faith he) from the Scriptures unto litle Human 
Traditions, which they have honeſtly invented for their own * 
Profit. And: Peter Surer, a bitter Adverſary of his, 
hath theſe words, Since many things are delivered to: be 
obſerved, which are not expreſly Forund in: boly Scripture, 
will not unlearned Perſons, taking notice of theſe things, 
cafily murmur ; complaining that * 0 great burdens ſhould be ' 
laid upon t whereby the Liberty of. the Goſpet- i ſo ' 
greatly Er Will they not alſo eaſily be drawn away 
from the b/erviucy of Ectlefiaſftical Ordinances,” when hey 
[ball find: that ve i Hee contarhed in tht Law of Pbrift 
And. muſt” Heretic OF beliShing Z Thc e 
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Implicit Pack to. NY would b "oo 
tented with _h " Beef i 
us, if we would once be wen tO k -_ aith bw 
right, on the {ole Authority of that | Church. It caſh 
ro me, that for the talk about it, they are. no ſuch 
ExaQors of an. extzre Lay? Faith i order, to Sa{va> : 
tion, but that, if. we will: explicith believe this ne Furr | 
damental Point, the Supreme Avthority of the Roman 
Church over all Chriſtians, they will deal very favoura- © 
bly with us in moſt others; and excuſe ou Ignorance © 
caſilier, than they can perſwade us to be cantent.to be - 
ignorant. I think I have very good reaſon! to believe ' 
this, becauſe I know they can have no reaſon to reje&t * 
them, that believe but this one Point ; for when once * 
this great Gobbet is ſwallow'd down, the paſſage will be : 
ſo well open'd, that aff other Points of Faith either go ! 
down with it, or will flip after it without the leaſt ©: 
fraining or grutching. The Authority of God himfe lf,» 
ipeaking in' Scripture, will be of no Riad rice] | 
to us; for that we muſt ſuppoſe to be1 
Authori of our Mother the c barch.” And whatever 
e {hgl thencedforward perceive to be. the Will of our 
Mother; we mult, WE ut all ſcru ples, conclude it to 
alſo the Will of our Father. The 7 enter hath lat 
told us, that" ee Scripture (W is the Word 
our Heavenly Pat her) may be. tlie Fes ; yet the Marker | 
the Roman Church, is, the Jadg. "ud 4 
ber the ſenſe of the Scripture, we are 
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with bis Intereſt, Jul rg 
in Seriptere); the _ —; Dis 
Dottrine ) flands (as he faith Foundation - 
of the. Churches Tradition, whi if it fail in' one, lagves 
: o ſecurity* in. any, This is indeed to adyance. the 
y Church to-the very top-branch, of all Archer agd 20 . / .. 
" make the holy Scripture as very a Noſe of. Wax, 5086 s 24 


Leaden a: Rule, as any of that Church ever” :: 
ſceinga Mag may form and work it into Creeds of all 
faſhions, and 6nd plain proofsin u6;for any odd Homour, - 
or Carnal and Worldly " tereſt,” This then (as far-asT 
can learn: by __ is- the only. way for me to. be; a 

7 So Pei. _ a good Catholick, I muſt lay alide 


oY My Eaſe [Seripture,:and and heed a9 More we . 
} cither -of Ko ll'me; only I muſt have my Ear open 

f.> to bh Fei orice of jg yoo hoes at teapbing : 
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demental ' Error of the Proteſlants,' i their | denying" the 
'Primacy of $:.'Peter and ' his Succeſlors,"\ rhe Foundation 
which- Chriſt laid of his Church, neceſſary for the perpetual” 
Government thereof. And again, He "that forſakes the - 
Church, puts himſelf into 4 dead and” dampable State, ant. 
may have all things beſides Sakvation and Eternal Life. 
Bel. de Ecct, Bellarmine ſpeaks out, and tells us very plainly, No Man 
L 3. C:5 can, tho he would, be ſ[abjett to Chriſt, and communicate with” 
'the Celeſtial Church, that is not ſubjet# to the Pope. If* 
-then we believe this Authority of the roman Church, we 
believe all 3 and if we believe not- $55, we- believe no- 
thing at all, -in the- Papif's account ; or-t0 any better. 
purpoſe, than to our own Damnation. So that without. 
. this Belief, our Faith ſhall never paſs for an extire Pairh ; 
and when we once believe this,” it ſhall never be any: 
more queſtion'd, whether it be extzire or'no. | 
Now it ſeems a very hard matter. to believethis great / 
Point of Faith, till very good Reaſons be given us for it; > 
and yet (it ſhould ſeem) the want of ſuch Reaſfons-will 
not excuſe us from being Hereticks, and in a State of: 
- -Dammation, no not tho we be never-{0 ready to-believe.; 
it,-when we-ſhall have Reaſons given us for. it. ' For be: 
- Bonacin, de -# 42 Heretick ( we areold) who thinks any thing againſt” 
Lenſur. D, 2. the Definition; of. the Church; yet fands ſo:affeited," thar+ 
45. P-T- he will think the contrary, if be be convinced by Arguments, * 
or "if the matter be propounded to him by 4 Learned Mas. 
And+on the contrary, if 'we do. beheve' this,*we can * 
hardly be'Hefetichs, whatever.'Errors:we believe, or'this: 
rol. tnfrue, Belief draws: us into. © For fe \Ruftict+ (faith Glrdinal? 
Sacerd. 1.4, Tolet) believe his Biſhop about the Articles of Faith, reach- | 
Ce 3s ing him ſome 'Heretical DoQtrine, he merits. by believing, 
| altho.it be an Error, Sorweighty-a Point is this) of be. 
leving the Authorsty 'of the Rowan Church, and grounds 
ang our extire -Fairh upon it that I pereeiugeT an: 
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cern'd above all things to examine it hoe : and 


this.I ſhall have fitter opportunity ro.do n ah come 
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 Hitherto I have been contering, what groundT have 
to hope for Salvation,” as T aw 4 Proteſtant, avd-of the 
Church of England. I am now in the exe place to en- 
quire, Whether I can find any Reaſon to believe, that the 
Church of Rome can pat me into 4 more hopeful Way to 
it, ſbould I turn Papiſt, and be of her Communion... Now, 
ſceing I have already found, that the great Reeſon, -why 
we are held uncapable of Szlvation as now we are; 1s 
this ; That we'have no extire Faith ; and- the Defet#- in 
our Faith is this, That we believe not all the Articles of 
che Roman Faith ; and that which makes it - xeceſſary for 
us to believe. «l thoſe Articles, is the Authority of the Ca- 
tholick, that is, as they interpret, the Romen/Charch to 
declare and define what things are'neceſſary to the Salvati- 
on of Chriſtians; Tperceive I have no more todo for my 
full SatisfaQtion in the preſent Inquury,,but e:conſfide 
what Reaſon Fcan have for th&ewning and fubmittim 

this A«chority.. And to diſcern this, I think this Meth d - * 
fitteſt to be taken : T will inquire intothres 
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And this is all, T think, thet T-nged to do ; for I can | 


_ never think fit to ſubmit my Faith and Canſcievce, and 


to truſt 'my Salvation to an Authority which either re- 

uires of me ſuch things as are unrealonable, or can pro- 
; one no Reaſon for it ſelf, or is fq ladged in Obſcurity as 
it cannot be found. | | 


F. I cannot kave the Communion of the Church of 
England, and enter into that of Rome, in obediegce toan 
Authority which commands me to do things anreeſcnable, 
agreeing neither with the Nature of Mankind, *nor With 
the undoubted Prixzciples of Religion. If therefore the 
Church of Rewe require ſuch things of me, I muſt be a 
Proteſtant ſtill, and proce againſt that Authority, which 
She pretends to. And for ought I can yet ſee, cannot 
ſubmit to her Authority, but upon the harde and moſt 
wnreeſongble Terms in the World. 1 muſt regounce my 
Reaſon and my Judgmest, I muſt no longer truſt my Sex- 


- fes, I muſt either ley afide, or learn to ſpeak diſboneurably- 


of Ged's Word ; IT nft not believe a: Ward that God hath 
ſpoken, without that Church's Leave; I-mult embrace a 
Religion; tor which, according to-that"Charch's Princh 
ples, 00: Reaſon can be given to.conviveerde;3 and when I 
have thus leann'd todo allthings without Reofaw; I muſt 
do, what with Rea/&« I can vever do, believe all Man 
whatſoever, and how pioufly ſoever they otherwiſe live, 
if they be not, of the Rowan Communion, to bein a 
State of "Damuat#on... If I be diceie'd in any thing-of all 
this, I- thall bevery glad to know it; and & bave only 
this to.lay Tor tay {elf,, that they were Raman Catholiths, . 
who ſhould know their own Religion beſt, that bave de- - 
ceived me ;- and if T nay bedeceivd&bybearkening to : 
them, whom that Church fends abroad £9 maekgais Cas- © 
verts, I ſhall be the leſs encouraged hereafter, to 2 mbra »/ 


ber Commuion upon” their-Perſuafone., Whether all, 
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to teach us how'to offer unto Goda \ Reaſonable Service ':: * 
Rom. 12. 1.. And CHRIST: expetts, that his Sheep _ 
fpould be able to diſcern the voice of him their Shepherd, 

from the voice of Strangers; and, avoiding them, to 
follow him only ; John 10. 4, 5; St. Peter exhorts Men, 
to be always ready to give a Keaſon of- the Hops that 
i in them; 1 Pet. 3.15, And St. Paul bids Men ' 
prove all things, and hold faſt:that which «good; j 'Theſl. 
5.21. And St. John exhorts, not to believe every Spi- 
rit,. but to try the Spirits-whether they be of God; -1 Joh. 
4 1.. 'How any Man ſhall be able to doall this, and 
much more, which as a Chriſtian he is obliged to do, and 
not be allow'd the free uſe of his Reaſox .and judging 
Facslty, T am ſure,. no Man can tell me; niches 1n- 
deed - how he can be of any Aetigion at all; for be- 
fore:he- can-really be of any _— he muſt” chooſe 
it; and chooſe a he cannot, till he have rationally- 
confider'd and ji d of it, and of the Reaſops which 


-muſt move him to the chorceof it. + And in;Fruth, to- 


deny a Man the” free »/e.'0f his- Reſon: and Judg: : 
ment in Religion; 1s to:turn him into@;Beaff, -where he 
fhould be moſt:a Mar; and: either. $0'make it -im- 
poſſible, for him to- be-'of gany Ae/igion-at all, and 
to ſerye God like a Man ; or elſe.to _ in effeR, 
That Chriftian Religion is altogether a moſt unreaſone- 
ble thing, arid+proper only to wnreaſonable Creatares.. 
- Now the Writine Men of the ROMA N' Chord: 


' tell us- nothing-more. frequently, "than that no privare-- 


Man ought tobe allow'd to judg for himſelf in matters” | ; 
of rag that to _ this, 1s to ſet oy wide* 
open to all Hereſfies ; that eyery Man is boung ito ſubmit+ 

and captivate his Underſtanding: and Tudgns ;to the 
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of (ant  callie) the ROMAN-C&ATHOLICK: 

Chupch: er this Church affirms; we'muſt 'be-' 
lieve to.| *E  "2rue 3, and whatſoever She commands, we”. 
muſt c lly obey, ſeem the thing to ourGwn rivate-* 


Reaſon never 10- falſe, or never ſo wicked." "We muſt 
not*dare to. examine the Truth' or I anfulneſ of hay'* 
Deeyees or Deterthinations, tho org and Swriprare” - Pm 
rvo, ſeem to us m——_—_—_— them, as we have been - + > 
lately taught%by the REPRESENTER; for <4 > 64. 
we receive from Her- the Books, ſo from Her : 
are” to geceive the* Senſe of Steriprure. Hence+ 1 
that they define a Hererich, to be one 'that obfth 
oppoſeth. the Sentence of the Church. The 
of Fathers ( Bellarmine ſome-whe re tells us) may 
examined by Reaſox," becauſe t 
vate Dottars.; but Ins Church teae 
all Authorzty | 
ſoundneſs 
I muſt take. 
I muſt reſolye mol # 
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thing to. do, 'but tg Tun headlong upon . ay thing, * 
without -}/is or Fear. - raſa bi nkebd ck : 
a. hoodwink'd Guide; and following it, all' we can © 
hope for, is, that we may poſſibly ſtumble into. the 
Truth or Church. Poſſibly (it ſhould ſeem) a Man 
may ſtumble upon it, with his 'Zes in his Head; and, + 
truly, I dare not pull them owt, leſt I ſhould ſtumble 
on a blind Leader, and we ſhould both fall into the 
Ditch. EC 


Secondly; Whenſoever I refolyve-to enter into. the: : 
ROMAN Communion, I fear I muſt alſo bid fares, 
well tomy Senſes ; or reſolve never any more to truſt, - 
them, no, not about thoſe things, which are the proper 
Objeits of Senſe; to diſcern which Gad gave me my 
Seu[es, and of which: it will be impoſſible for me to. / 
have any 4iſtiu# knowledg without them. _.. "of 

How «nreaſanable and dangerous 2 thing this is, I 
muſt needs be very ſenſible, 1f.T be not reſolved al- : 


ready-:to heerken,no morg-/to 'my_ Reafon.. If I muſt * 
no logger credit my- Eyes about Shape and Colour, nor, + 
my. Egxs- about Sounds and-Words, nor my Noſe about. | 
Smells, nor my Palate cqngerning T afts, nor my Hands 
and Feeling about*Hog. afid Cold, Herd and Soft ; I- 
ſhall not. know-how to- believe, that GOD gave me. * 


all rhefe, Inframents of Senſe to any purpole, at all z. | 
L am fure, Icagnot think my {elf ina, comfortable and.. : 
ſafe Condition,” +T. know not to what end. our Bleſſed. | 
Soviour ſhquld. bid St. Thomas,: Hendle. and ſee him 5; © 
or how his" Fazth could hy, confirmed, if Auch: , 
Sexſes are. not to: be [truſted nor why, the dpo/iles, © 
ſhould hope to have the more Credit. given to, their, + 
Narratives, by telling vs they; were: Exe-mumeſſes ob: the; | 


 t0 tir Raman Catbelith fo Setvation. 

| higgs they relate; 2 Pets 1,36: Inks" 14.2. 
| why St. obs (x Fol 1. 3.) ſhout T 
bearing, [ceing and hendling,. as. og! þ 

for bearing witneſs... What 'a Chuiſtian am. Þ. = 
| | be, if I can have. no Aſſurance of what I ks OE 
if I may not truſt my Eyes when I read the Scriþ- - cf LM 


ture; nor my Exys when TI hear the Inſtruftions of my-" 6 
Teachers ? How - could the firſt Chriſtians be ſure D Y". »* 00 
themſelves, or aſſure us, that JES US is the CHRIST, - =. 

if in hearing his Words, and feeing his Miracles, and 

- "| reading the Prophets, they might not ſafely truſt their 

) Senſes ? If Senſe be not to be truſted, all ' Teaphing- 

mult be by immediate Inſpiration. ; and. Faapharyrs 

not by Wing as. St. Paul affirms it doth; aud the-- 

: | Irfalibly C hich can teach no more than we, except 

, we: can teach without Jpeeking or Writing, or - any. 
. that is t& be underſt or Seeing ;.- 
1 @ Oral and Praiticsh TR ADITEON canbe of- 
"1 er FUE Blind and : Deafi,” On” 
. N this Suppolitine, T may eafily | 
'Y my Mather, and flumble into Bebxlon 
rufalen, hearken'to the Voice of the 
the Shepherd, cat! and dah #i fem. 

{ome Feed, and feel no P. 
are pluck'd our. $6: 
Now if the Church E.] RO M48 
us. £0: xenqQunee all. Cr 
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'rook, bleſſed, brake and 


I muſt not” truſt any 


the cleareſt Evidence 
muſt 'believe- (if I ca 
nor Wine, but that, 


ture any where ſay, 


_ Form, 'nox Taſte, nor 


%* 


Communion. 


enough to lay aſide 


derſtand. 


40 © "No Neceſſty for « Proteſtant 4 
taſte and ſmell. In the holy Sacrament of the Excha- © 
rift, T am commanded to believe that there is not any 

Bread, but Flaſþ; nor Wize, but Blood; and yet there; 
1 ſee, ſmell, taffe and feel both Bread and Wine, and ' 
nothing elſe. I hear it read, that our Bleſſed Saviour 


4 A "I 3 
+ 21 


gave Bread and Wine; and of , 


-the ſame he ſaid, Take, eat and drink. I hear St. Pagl. 
again and again ( I Cor. 11. 26, 27, 28.) ſpeak of. 
.eating and drinking the Bread and the Cap. And: yer. 


of theſe five Senſes, but againſt 
and Teftimony of them all, T - 
n) that there is neither Bread 
which neither my Sexſes can 


diſcern, nor my Reaſox conceive, nor doth the Scrip- 


the very Natural Fleſh and + 


Blood of CHRIST), under the Colour and: Form, 
the Tefte and Smell, and all other proper Qualities 
of Bread and Wine; and yet neither that Colour, nor. 


Smell, nor any other Accident, 


which my Sexſes there perceive, are in the Fleſb and- 

Blood, tho there is nothing elſe there for them to be: 
in. That tho'T break and chew with-my Teeth what 
T rake and eat ; yet I Freak not, nor chew with my_ 
Teeth the 9414 of CHRIST; and yer I rake and. 

eat nothing e.; I I 


cannot believe-this, I am told 


that I have not . Fajch enough, and-only becauſe I' 
have yet Reaſow and Senſe too much, to be. of that. 
'This js another fep that I muſt' take | 
in going over to the Church of ROME. And. 
when I am got thus-far, T may think it ſeaſonable: 


the Scripture too: For what. 


good Uſe I,can, make of it, ' without the free ulz Y' 
of my Reaſon, and druſting; my NE + 1. do gmt nol 


It 
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10 turn Roman Catholick. for Salvation. 4 


' Thirdly, 1f 1 be a 52 Gage and not of ſo good Credit 
with the Carete or Biſhop, as to obtain # Licenſe ; that 

is, If T will not promiſe to adhere only-to' the Dodtrixe - - 
of the ROMAN Church, and take all that I read in 
that Senſe enly, which She is pleas'd to give it; I muſt 
not be ſuffer'd to read the SCRIPTURE atall, bur 
muſt give away ny Bible, upon pain of being denied - 4 
the Remiſſien of my Sins. And truly, if I may be a TS 
low'd to read it upon no other /erms , than of being 
thus tied up, to learn nothing by it, but what I am 
before-hand taught wathoat it ; I ſhall think a Licenſe 
too dear, even at oh. Far rate; if, yet it. may be 
obtain'd, as I find it queſtion'd, whether it may. or no, 
#ny where elſe, but in ſuch places as a-Licenſe to read © 
ſome of their cw#, may prevent their itch- of looking 
into our Tranſlations, However , whether I'be'of the . 
. Lay or Clergy, if I will learn of them wh be: Rey 2 
in endeavouring my 'Cemverfron; T am fure / I 
taught to ſpeak very diſhonourably of the Wor 
and this ſeems to be no mgte+ than_the Rel 
mended to-me-requireth. -., © Z .. * 

« T muſt needs here fay , Tha 
doth (and I think I may fayyrengh 
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any after them thathave the leaſt Zear 0r Gou's. 
our. | am verily perfſwaded,, that the*g7d Langaag 
they beſtow upon the SCRIPTURE, | 
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' they know muſt needs grate the Ears of all pious Per- 


od : 

ledg the the, R 
| pager 625 1 

"are to ſubmit. AS tho? 


Communion, calling. it a-Noeſs of Wax, a Leaden, Rule, a 
dead: Letter, unſensd Charaders, and I am afhamed to - 
ſay what more; I ſhall only obſerve what is oxdinart- 
ly taught us, and endeavour'd with much 47 to be 
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proved by their be/#, moſt mode/t, and generally appro- 


ved Authors; as, That the Scxipture 15 not Neceſary ; 
that it hath no 4#thority as to us, but from the Church ; 
that it is am imperfect, an iuſuficient Rwe ; that it is an 
obſeure Book, and finally, a very dangerous one to, be read 
by the People. | | 

| know very well, That the REPR ESEN TER, 
and others of them, tell us, Zhat the PA PIST. lelicves 
it "TY in any one, to think, {peak, or do any thing irs. 


revelynly towards the Scripture ; and that he bolds 7t in 
the higheſt Veneration of al Men living. | know alſo, 
that moſt of them, even whilſt they are induſtriouſly 
proving all that I but now ſaid}, do yet labour to mol * 
lify and - ſweeren their own*®barſh Expreſſions ,, which © 


ſons. fF am alſo venily POyaced, That many P A- 
PIS T Shave a,very. merable eſteem far the Scripture, 
are't Maris eroub/2 TG hear it repreachfully uſed. 
Andveti cannot fee that ghe/t Yeneration for it, or 
you” xy. apeverently of it, who ſpeak * 

"it; than the REPRESENTER himſelf - 
| wit. -7 hat" #8. is not fit to be read ge- © 
all, without” Licenſe; tho he gives this very 
afog "vorie , > fbould 12 louger- acknow- 


own Words, No duthori! 


MAN Church ; or in his + 
left by Chriſt , to which they © 
' might be taught by. the 


Scripture , to be dr/obedze e to any. Authority which 
his .C/ ; 
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tiow, 'or the caj 
Swine , (fuch too, 1 his reſpet for 
hath no other aſſarauce that they are the Word of God, 
but by the Ho and Canonof the Church. | ral 73 
moſt every Text of the Bible, and even thoſe that "conven © 
the moſt eſſenti | eat fundamental Points of the Chrifhe- - SL 
an Religion, may be interpreted ſeveral m_ Mt maile to _ 
fignify things contrary to one another. That it "is tes 
ther filent, without giſcovering which . of all «thoſe Senſes *  *... » 
is that intended by the: Holy Ghoſt, and 
and which are Erroneous and ntichrifas: | 27 b 
may frame as many Creeds as he pleaſes, and | " 
and his Apoſtles ſpeak what ſhall be moſt cred "bis ff 
Humor ,. and ſuit beſt with-his Intereſt, "ond mg = << 3 
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ſay, the SCRIPTURE is not Neceſary, becauſe 
GOD could, if- it had feem'dggood to him, have pre- 
fſeryd his Church and Faith without it : As it would be 
to ſay, that Plowing and Sowing , or Eating and Drink- 
ing are not Neceſſary, becaule GOD could, if he 
pleas'd, make the Ground bring forth without the oe, 
and preſerve Man's life without the other. Nor can it 
be imagin'd that any man upon this account only, 
would venture to ſay, and attempt to prove the Scrip- 
ture not to. be Neceſſary in a Senſe, wherein no man 
ever afirm'd it; if he were not fo, zealouſly bent upon 
leſſening the Eſteem which 'we have for it, that he 
will chuſe rather to fay othing to the purpoſe, and dif- 
pute, againſt »o Body, than to be filent, and ſay nothing 
thaÞ ſounds ill of it; and that he thinks it eedful for 
the ends of his Church fo to do. 

In like manner, When they contend that the Awurho- 
rity of the SCRIPTURE is from the Church,-which 
is the thing whereof at every turn they are forward 
enough-to mind us; they ate forced again , to make 
ſome Abatements to make'it ſeem a Truth, Tis true, : 
they ſay, that..confider'd" in; # Jelf alone, it hath its. * 
Authorttytrom -G O D ; whereby they can mean no _ * 
more, but, that GOD 'is the Author of it ; but in _Re- 
 lationt6 us, it hathiirs Authority from the Church. Now 
I would fain know, -what any man can underſtand pro- 

rity of the SCRIPTURE, butits 
Relation to ws.,/0r- the Poper it hath. to command our 
Faith in it, and Obedience to it, as the Word of GOD. 
And if it have*all this Power from the Church, as is 
confidently affirm'd, then'tho #t /e/f be of G OD, yet 
all its Authority is from the Chyrch; and it muſt needs. 
be true, which was faid by. one of them, 7hat it is of 


#0 more Authority Foo; a or Alop's' Fables without 
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 t0 turn Roman Catholick for Saluation, © 7 
the Church's Declaration. , Thus is the Authority of —_ 
GO D's Word made to'depend. upon the Authority of og; ol 
Men, and all our Faith is no more but human Faith, . 
reſting upon humay Teſtimony. And if the Authority "oY 
. Which it hath to- oblige «s, be from the Church, = 
would know by what Authority it doth oblige the” . © 5905 
Church ; it is not ſure, by any Authority from Her , for 0 
then I ſee no reaſon why. the Church may not chuſe-- — 
whether ſhe will receive it or no; whilſt yet I thin | 
that it is only by the Authority of the SCRIPTURE + + 
that ſhe can pretend to be a Church, and to haveany WD 
Authority at all. However, this I am: fure of, chat - 
they who ſay the SCRIPTURE isto be receriv'd for . 
the Church's ſake, have not fo high a Yeneration, either - © 
for it, or the Author of it, as they who fay, it is.to be - | 
receiy'd for GOD's ſake. "oi OR 
And' in the »ext place, whether we-, who ay the - 
SCRIPTURE is a of - 
Faith and Manvers , containing .  veceſſancy to: - 
Saboation; or they, who ſays .k 3 but'a partial. al 20K - 


* 


perfeT RULE: We, wh £15: þ6 
be underſtood 1n all. t ven flary; or F 
'tis dark and obſcure, - unable g#Wfarys ar 
ers, Doubters and Inquirers, -mnathatiewen 
and Fundamentals of Religzuow:. inal "> 
who ſay, it ought to be read 
Or They, who ſay, it is not #e 

be read of all, have the\ſupher Y engratzon 
SCRIPT URE, is no-hard. . matter 207 


” - 4 ws 
Þ 4 A oa F 5-4 _ 
K o -T \F.. by 
at "2 w - 


a Sn Be og þ-. 
SW» wi . : 
= - i” 
M 


as well as. they canz"yet i 
my mind butgo Bot auth 
y Ip bY 


: Pl Y » x 
oy o 

ans ins © x Fe 

<»:W; Y 

£ F * 45 

as " 4 
- 4» s.. 

Regs 3 


3 
_ 


No Neb try for a < 


deny not ( for all 'this, they fay ) 'the Perfetivn, Suſe © 
'Ctency, or Plarineſs of the CRP TURE, nor that - 
.it may be read bythe People. What then is it they * 
"ay 2 They affirm, that it contains all neteſſary Truths, - 
either Explicitly, or at leaſt Virtually; for fome 7ruths- 
_ it declares expreſly, and yet fo, 'as the Church alone muſt * 
= the Seſe ; and for all 'the reſt, it p/ainly (if the; 
ame Church may here alſo give the See) ſends us to. 
the Church to learn them. Now Teannot (for my heart): 
imagine what all this can 'fignify, 'but only a defire to 
leſſen the SCRIPTURE's Anthority,, as plauſtbly as 
they can. To 'me it ſeems very plain, that they. 
_ the Scripture juſt 'nothing, and the Church all in 
al, 

I think it here again, well deferves 'my- Conf eration 
That the SCRIPTURE tis very ee in declarings 
and repeating too, Over arid-6ver 'agtin, mart avec 
Points of Faithand "Dalgy nd nor only Soy" ary\thin 
'bur'many other things 'alſo' it largely teacheth , whi 


are by all er of leſs 'mbment and neceſſity te 
the, &. toatidn"of Me Fn] this "It doth 'in as 74 


ieve, That the "HOLY GHOST 
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oh hare and by me lover. 
in inc r, pb ig nr to'us that Church 
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Whatſoever the. PAPISTS THE a 
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for their ſpeaking 4hus of the War: ſe 

I confeſs [cans think avy better FS ; 
it. Let us fay what we will in Commendation of holy 
SCRIPTURE, they will be ſure to mnc OINETILNG 
to fay againſt it ; left Fappoſe, it ſhould be though LY 
we can at any time ſpeak 77444. And when we charge "4-4 
them for ſpeaking, diſhoyowrably of the SCRIPTURE, © © 7 

they ſo interpret $heir Words, as they ſeem to fay. OL... 
ſame that we did, and which they blamed us 
What can be their meaning in this, but either to w 
the World believe that we are in an Error ; tho, v 
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No Neceſſity for a Proteflant 
'T-am confident, that ' there are not many of- our "Zay- ® 
PAPISTS, that think themſelves: to be under this © 
- Obligation; and that'if they were ſenſible of it, they 7 
would make' haſte to break looſe from'it.. But for my. * 
. own part, I fee not how Ican enter into their Commu-* : 
- #40x,, but I muſt draw 1t upon my ſelf. And this'I 
think, would be to advance the'R @ MAN Church to . 
as great a height in my eſteem, "as 7hey in her, who are | 
moſt zealous for her 'Infallibility, - can defire. What * 
' more would they have, ' than that G O D himſeff, 
. Where they confeſs he ſpeaks, ſhould ſtand to their 
' Charch's Courteſy, whether or no he ſhould be believed? 
I know'it will be faid, They never difallow'd any man - 
to believe GOD. But becauſe all men cannot wnder- - 
. and GOD ſpeaking in the SCRIPTURE, the | 
Church is appointed by Him to be his /nterpreter. This © 
. T hear, and to me it ſounds not well, That GOD 7 
ſhould ſpeak to Men things zeceſſary for 'a// to know,: © 
and, which he commands af to learn and ' believe upon-.; 
pain of eternal Damnation ;and yet not ſpeak ſo intelli-. : 
- gibly, as they may underſtand Him. ' Certainly, he that ” 
made the' 7oygue, and gave man Under/tanding, can © 
ſpeak (if he bfeaſe) as Tytelligibly as the Church, which © 
cannot Speak or Underſtand at all, without his Help * 
and"7eaching. And conſidering his /ufinite Goodneſs and 7 
Impartiality ;-till he ſhall tell me fo himſelf, T know : 
not how to believe that he hath ſo much more reſpett 7 
to the Zonour of the ROM AN Church, than to the ” 
Salvation of Mankind, that he would ſo deliver things 7 
belonging to Salvation, that no Man can be able to un- > 
. derſtand, and be the Better for: them , but he that re-* 
ſorts to that Church as God's ole Ivterpreter. And-ifs 
indeed ſhe be fo, it *muſt follow, that we cannot-be-7 
: lieve one Word that God fpeats withe 7 
| _— 
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therefore\is ſhe made God's Interpreter, becauſe other- 
wiſe we cannot mder/tand his Word; and I am fure, 
what we cannot wderſtand, we cannot believe. "Tis 
the Seyſe, they fay, and not the Letter, is God's Word; 
and this Sex/ſe is in the Church's Breaſt, and of Her 
alone we muſt learn it; and therefore, till She give us | 
leave, we cannot fikens | it, no not ſo much as, that "7% 22h 
JESUS is the CHRIST; altho, till we believe zhzs, | 
we cannot believe that he hath a Church, and therefore 
cannot believe She is His Interpreter. = 
I will not now inquire into the Reaſons, Why this Ms: 
Church , which is Gods ſole Interpreter , takes ſo excel- ? 
lent a Courſe to page her Chi/dre» underſtand 'God's | 
Word. Why firſt, She keeps it in the Latin Tongue on- 
ly, wh the far greater number of them underſtand 
not one Syllable. - Why noun She doth not give 


them _ Tnfallible Tr on Myr, 1 : bf. 
ment of the Scripture a thing eaſy for an 
bi Interpreter & dog and, thereforp, fn! ary Old 
afeithfuleſ in the X 
'T am loath to ask” be 
| find it goes ſo-muck ag 
Sr I think the doth not 


tence to ſuch a Power, char raakes her nx Wſapie 
da it not. And the former ſhe is coneeen'd to-do, 
they , who have the Word:of God-on y in's "s 
which they cannot am may* be; confir: 


No Neceſſity for a Proteſtant 
believe a Word of what GOD Jpeatr, nor indeed that ** 
he hath ſpoken any thing but by her leave. | 

God ſpeaks very # cm , and zuteligibly enough in 
the ſecond Commandment, forbidding the Adoration of 
' Tmages, as plainly, as he forbids to commit Adultery, or 
to Steal, And-Chriſt ſpake very finely , and as inte/- 
ligibly ſaying, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and 
him only ſhalt thou ſerve, Matt. 4. 10. And: again, 
when he faid of the Euchariſtical-Cup, Drink ye all of it, 
Matt. 2.6. 27. as when-he ſaid, Zhou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 
St. Paul very fe” ordereth, that the publ/ick Worſhip 
of God be perform'd in a known Tongue, and ſheweth the 
great abſurdity of uſing an unknown Tongue in Gods Wor- 
/hip, x Cor. 14. And he ſpeaks 7znte/ligizbly enough, 
when he faith, Let a man examine himſelf, and ſo let 
him eat of. that Bread, and drink of that Cup, x Cor. 11. + 
28. To, fay no more, we think it plainly enough: 
ſaid, of them that die in the Lord, that they reſt from 


their labours, Rev. 14.1 Ys: Jn all theſe things we hear. 
on 


God ſpeak , and would believe him, But here the 
Church of ROM E comes in. with her Authority, and 
tells-us, That,” tho G O'Dybave aid, He only is to be 
worſhipped, we muſt believe; that-not he only, but alſo 
the Croſs, Images, Saints and "Angels, are to have a 
ſhare ' in "our Religzous Worſhip. And fay CHRIST 
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of God, when I have once ſubmitted to _ * Autborizfof 
the Church of ROME. 


Fifthly, It ſeems very hard for me to conceive how 
I ſhould be bound under penalty of Eternal Damnation, 


to-eſpouſe a Religzon, and ſubmit to an *Authority,. for . 


which-no convincing Reaſon can'be given me by them 
that invite me toit. - What is it in any Religion, which 
can commend it before others to a man's Choice, but its 
Truth and Goodneſs > And how ſhould the 7ruth 'and 
Oo of-any Religion commend it to my Choiee, till 
they be diſcover d unto me, and I be rationally corvin-. 
ced that it hath them? Whatever 7ruth- and Goodneſs 
there may really be in the Relzg/on called POPERY, 
I am ſure they can be no motives to me to embrace it, 
till uy be clearly laid open to my ©nderftanding and 
Ja gent that I may plainly diſcern them';*and there- 

if any PAPIST will take-an efeltual court to 
Pr me to it, he muſt by rational means c me; 
firſt, that hjs'is the true C ' 
and good. - 


- How he can do'this upon hi 25,1 

not yet; but Woods 12 ver rdeiy in. 
him to attempt it. He tells/me oft; of Private. 
Perſon, ſuch as I am,. in Points 
of Faith, or therein to! ns {8 udgment, 
tho to him. grounded both on Rea a Ser eprare 


He muſt not therefore, in diſputing y vith th *Caccord- 
ing to his own Dodtrine ) bring et ither Reaſoy. or Scrip- 
ture to convince me, for I muſt not traſt my own pre 
vate Judgment, (and Lknow WE er Thar I have) tho 
(as it ſeems to me ) grounded d both on Reaſon and 

dt; judl 6.2 my ſelf by either "of 


Scripture. . I MRO 
then wheth 1E cr what he $ to me by them, be 
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to turn Roman Catholick-for Salvation, x © 
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coxvert me, to judg for me too, as well as diſpute with 
me; and then, it I cannot make a right Choice for 


' my ſelf, he may do it for me; tho after all, whether -: 


bis private Judgment be any more to be truſted in ſuch 
a caſe, than my own, I may poſſibly doubt. 

Either it is a matter of Faith, That the Church of 
ROME is the ozly true Church, and that She hath this 
Authority of determining for all Chriſtians, which is the 
ſaving Faith of CHRIST, or it is not. If it be wot, 
E may be fafe enough, tho I believe it not; and 'tis ill 
done of PAPISTS to terrify me with theſe '5g 
Words, which are as falſe as terrible, 'That I cannot be 

ſaved without believing this, If it be a matter of Faith, 
then-muſt I either be allow'd to jadg for my elf by.awy 
own. private Judgment in a matter of Faith, or all the 
PAPISTS endeavours to __perſwade me to believe it, 
are al er vain, unlels-it; be.reaſevab/e for me to be- 
lievea thing againſt 77 and-Fudgment. When he 
uſeth Arguments, I ſhould think he meant thereby to 
convince"me in my private Judgwent ; but it ſeems, "tis 
only/tg';drive me. out of 1tz-and that, if I may «/e it 
at all;"it is only'to this eng, that I may conclude I have 
0 uſe of it. All the .- x«ts-in the World cannot cox. 
vince me, till. I jadg of them ; and therefore no- Þ A» 
PIST can offer 'me'a Reaſor. why I ſhould embrace 


POPERY, but he-muſt contradiit himſelf, and give _ 


me as ſtrong a Reaſon, why I ſhould not embrace is, 
becaule its Principles are falſe, It will be all one, as 
it he ſhould ſay, I ought to be corvinced by Reaſon, and 
yet I neither ought nor van. be convinced by it, Is ur- 
ging his Reaſas upon me , he. intpads they 
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true or n0,-and then I cannot imagine:to what end he 
uſeth them in any diſpute with me. : He mult reſolve 
' therefore, ( for ought I can' ſee ) whenever he would 


* Wince 


Mi... cd as tofic © 


to turn Romani Carhblitk' for Salvation, _ 
vice me ; in denying me the” Liberty. of judging for my. 
ſelf by: Reaſon, he denies that afny Reaſons Cat comvince- 
me; becauſe 'tis phin, they cannot convince me be- 
fore I have. jadged of them, and this F' muſt ds by my 
ens Judgment , or by nothing, for I have no &- 
ther. 

But here F am told , We are allow'd to make uſe of 
our Reaſon to find-out the rrue Church, which may [n+ 
falibly guide us into all ſaving Truth. All that is re- 
quired of us, is this, that when we have once found 
this ?rue Church, we preſume no longer to- judg' for roi - . +. 
ſelves, but captivate :our Reaſon to the Infallible Fudg- 
ment of the Church, This is ſomerhings and 'yet it 

| ſeems but extorted: from them, to make # little more - 
plauſible, what to me ſeerns one of the Pieces . "= 
of Folly in the World ; 1 mean, the attempt of convine _ - 3 
cing. men by Reaſon, who muſt not be allowd-to jady- "= 
of rhe Reafons whereby they muſt be convinced. T 
Reaſon , by a Traditionary Papiſ#, compared” to gdh 
fighted Man , who uſed his'Reafon to find a truſty Sent 
to tead him in the Twil 
dance rationally, wi 
the auy\ie fell Fhut v a 
the. Charch of ROME; onjare Freens | 
and on whoſe Guidance we mult rationally Rely; 
we-have captivated our Reaſon to her, ang4or i) 
have. reſolved to uſe” it no. more. - Bar now, if 
Reaſon, which is to dire us to our Gar be- acl 
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No Neceſſity for a Proteflant | 
Reliance on him? A dimfighted Man in the Twilight, + 
may eaſily miſtake one thing for another, elſe ſhould he 


"not much need a truſty Guide ; and why he may not , 


miſtake his Guide , as well as his Way, I do not yet 


But that I may be ſatisfied, how much I gain by this 
liberal Conceſſion, to uſe my Reaſon and private Jud | 
ment in inquiring after the true Church ; I will a little * 
conſider, how the PAPIST is wont  to- talk with 
me, when he would perſwade me to take his Church 
for my only ſure Guide. Firſt, he tells me, There is but 
one true Faith; and then, that this Faith muſt be held 
entirely; next, that this entire Faith is uo where to be 
found, but in the true Church. After this he begins 
again, and tells me, Chriſt hath a Church upon Earth ; 
That there is but one true Church ; That out of tt there is 
uo Salvation; and laſtly, That the ROM AN Church, 
and no other, is that one true Church out of which there. 
7s no Salvation. And till we have found that it is fo, . 
he will give us leave to judg for our ſelves. And I 
would thank him for this Kindyeſs, if he would allow 
me-to enjoy the benefit of it, and to make any ſe of 
it;-otherwiſe it will look but like a Mockery. I deſire 
therefore ſome clear 'corvincing. Evidence, That the 
ROMAN: Charchis the only true Church. He cannot + 
to this purpoſe , produce the Conſent of all Chriſtians , 
for two'parts in three deny it. Therefore he gives me 
a great many*Marks or Signs, ſometimes more, ſome- 
times fewer; whereby the ozly true Charch-muſt be - 
known from others, and fund a great many words ' 
in ſhewing me how they agree to the ROMAN . 
Church and no other. - That wherein I would next have; * 
ſome Satisfaction, is, ſuppoſing that 4 his Marks agree © 
to the ROMAN Charch; and! no 4 er; how I may. ; 
6 Furs Ls, 5 4 R. Py know, :# 
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to turn. Roman Catholick for Salvation. 
know, that theſe are jindeed the certain and incomniunj- 
cable Marks and roprieties of the-only true Church 2 To 
prove this, he betakes himſelf to the Holy SCRIP- 
TURE, and brings me thence ſome Texts, whereby - - 
he fays, they are clearly proved to be ſo. I now, * ; 'J 
with a very hearty and ſincere deſire to learn: the | E 
Truth, and with all diligent uſe of ſuch helps, as 1 can : EE 
come by, read and confider all theſe Texts, and cannot / . 
diſcern in them any Evidence at all of the thing which — 
they are brought to art. and therefore think it rea- 

ſonable yet to call for ſome clearer proof. But now, 

when 'tis come to this, I preſently. find, that his liberal 
Conceſſion to make uſe of my Reaſon and private Judg- : 
ment to find" out the true Charch, amounts to no more - 
than'lI at firſt ſuſpeed, that is juſt nothing: For here 
he retires to his Principle of POPERY, [That 1 be- 
ing a private Perſon, ought not to jadg for my ſelf, a 
what is the Senſe of thoſe Texts of Scripture, but muſt 
ſubmit my Reaſon and Judgment, to the Judgment of the 
Church (yea, even before I have found the onde 
without any diſpute, receivethe Sexſe of Scripture nog 
her alone. Thus He recalls atonce all, that; he ha 
low'd, -and undoes again, , whatfocver-he'had- 
doing, to perſwade me. to his-Cont 
ving me Reaſons, which might cow ce.mMe 1n'T 
ment; and theſe at length'reſolve all anto the 
of the Seri my and yet, of this Teftipuny: 
ture | muſt not Fudge : and hacks by X4h4 
convinced of any —_ =_ this j/ 
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'Now I cannot poſſibly ſee, whatever others ma wk do, * 

Oe I keep yet to my Proteſtant Principles of J ging | 

or no man but my ſelf ) how I can embrace POPERY © 

upon any corvittion from PAPISTS ; and I fear 1 muſt © 

- *- either take it without any Reaſon for it, or not at alk If. 

I cannot know the ROM AN Church to be'the onely ' 
true Church, but by the Teſtimony of the SCRIP- 
TURE; and if I cannot underſtand the Teſtimony of 

' the SCRIPTURE, till I receive the true Sexſe-of it. 
from the ROM AN Church ; and if I cannot take that 
for the true Sex/e of it, upon Her Declaration of it ſo to 
be, unleſs moved by her Auzhority , I muſt be perſuaded 

to do the moſt unreaſonable thing in the World, tomy 
thinking ; to believe a Church to be the only true Church, 

for her own Authority, which I yet know no more, than 

'I do her to be the true Church ; which, it is all along. | 
ſuppoſed, I do not know at. all 3 This I think not only 

. wereaſonable, but impoſſible. | 

I muſt needs confeſs my ſelf very hard to be perſua- - 

ded of the tender prone Tr of that Mother, who, leſt her / 

' Children ſhould get burt by the dimmeſs of their fight, + 

will needs Loke their Eyes, and keep them in her * 

Pocket, i ——_— a ery: 4 __— k x 

anyvery loath to part with 'my Reaſon, imfighted * 

ſoever, becauſe [ know not how to ay God without it, | 


| 5 her Faded hh the «lane harry tells | $ 
us, She lears'd of Chridh ar ni | 
Therefore, La/Hy, I muſt believe, th call other Ck: | 5 
-ſtians but PAPISTS,.: Q 
\Decree of Þ, BONIFACE he VI th,/as 
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to rar » omen Bthutc fer Sabburtion, 


in the Common 1s; is well known to be this, 
7 We declare, ſay, define, aud pronounce, That it is altoge- 
F Be#c neceſſity to SAL TION, that every. Crea- 
f e Jubjeft to the POPE of ROME. P. PIUS 
the I in his Bul of Retraftation, ( tho he was not al- 
together of the fame mind ( as it ſeems ) before, whilſt 
f he was Ayeas Sybvins ) faith, He cannot be ſaved that 
t doth not hold the Unity of the ROMAN Church. if fo 
t luſty a Decree, and'ſo petemptory a Declaration of Two 
, POPES be tovlittle, theres abundance more'to'this 
| 

7 


purpoſe to be met with, by him that has a mind to 
ſearch for it: 1 only take 'notice-2t this time, that 
P. L EO rhe Xrb, 'in his Laterar Counctl, and his Bud 
: therein read and pats, faith, We -do- remew and approv 
og that ſame Conftitution.( viz. of P. BONTF ACE, but 
now mentioned ), the preſent Sacred Council alfo a 
| ting. AndLafth, P. P 19S the IV#h, inhis 
| wherein ies >. 1 Count 1 of TRE NF, kinpo- 
4 fethan Oath Uh ical Perſons, an | 
1 Twear, LV CATHOLIC F and 
OL RO we MO- 
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- No Neceſſity for. a, Proteflont ... 
bers of them, beſides the Prieſts, are guilty of it. Ma- 
ny pioufly diſpoſed Souls, are not ſo happy, - as to have 
always the cleareſt Vnderſtandings, or the fincereſt Teach- 
ers , but have better Hearts than either Heads or 
Guides. Their Zeal is too great for both their oppor- 
runities of learning, and patience to confider ; their ear- 
neſtneſs of SALV ATION, a thing very laudab/e in- 
them, puts them into too much haſte to deliberate long, ., 
and gives an advantage to ſome, who watch for it, to 
abuſe them. . Either a cunning JESULIT, or a canting | 
FANATICK, will hope to make an eaſie Prey of : 
ſuch Perſons ; for it matters not greatly.of which ſort 
the Tempter be, whilſt the Temptation is the fame : 
The Fi/b minds not the Fiſher, : but. the Bate : Every 
Argument from either, is edged with a mighty Zealand 
Importunity, and ſharpned with the fine and moſt ;pe- 
xetrating expreſſions of a molt. tender compaſſion for pe- -. 
riſhing Souls, SALVATION. i as confidently :pro- 
.Miſed, as earneſtly deſired z-and:whethe# it be to be had 
in the ROM ANIS TS uafallible” Ehurch, or in the 
SEPARATESTS: purged and wmix d Congregation, | 
All's a caſe, when once the man is made. to think it 
cannot be had in the» Church of ENGLAND. If - 


Wh, 2 Who are ſo caſily Proſelyted either. way, would 
=take time to /oof before they /zap, andpould but ſee in- - 
+t0 the conſequents of thoſe very Arguments which moſt 


*- . Prevailwith them, and are made the 7raps to- catch | 


them in,. they. would /and off alittle, and ask a few * 
© Queſtions more, for their better fatisfacion, . before they - 
"1 dure -to. think of :entring inte a Communion, | 
| would o— them, aseverthey hope to be ſaved - 
themſelves, to þ 


ive that. CHRIST hath no faich- 
ful Followers upon Farth, but. a yur, Suhjeds of the." 
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-their going over to the ROM AN Church,” was this, 5 


.1s this Dofrine alone, that hath put me upon this E#- 


my mind. 


the true knowledg of the Catholick Faith, -| 


true Churth page's, ſoc 44 
Faith, dnl 1 


"IF We © 5 
5 | 


PETS 53a ed ts 5 a 42 So tl ; I 

+, "i ; \ : T0" WOES eat ber c % 

__ 1 _- E. TS JW - =>» here” x *g s 
» X . 


to tur Roman Cettelich fs. Saloation. 


I can caſily perceive,” by divers Books written by them 
who call themſelves Corverts, that the main Motive of 


That they could: not hope to be ſaved in any other: 
And I find that moſt Arguments of late uſed, to perſwade 
us to that Religzon, look the very ſame way ; And it 


quiry for my own Satisfattion : For I muſt needs confeſs, 
that this Dofrine, which ſome account ſo powerful a 
Perſwafrue to Popery, hasalways with me hadthequite 
contrary effett to what I find it hath in them ; and has 
been, and is at this preſent to me, as ſtrong a Diſſuafroe 
from it. If I can never be a PAPIST, till 1 can be- 
lieve it, I am very confident, I -ſhall never be one. I 
would leave the Church of ENGL AND the next 
Minute, . ſhould ſhe require of me- to believe,” that” all 
out of her Communion were in a fate of Damnation ; and 
truly I think ode moſt PROTESTANTS are of 

When therefore ;f foun he REPR ESENTER 3% 
in good earneſt to vir wicateh "0 | 
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diſtance ſeparated from CHRIS T himſelf; and final- | 
h That God addeth to this Church daily, ſuch as ſhall - 
(1 


ſaved : He hath told-us enough to perſwade us, that 
no PROTESTAN T in the world could have done 


that Church a greater diskindveſs, than he hath done; | 


nor by any Miſrepreſentation of her, have worſe Repre- 
ſented her. | 

When the PAPISTS are pleasd to ask us that 
unanſwerable Queſtion, as they account it, Where was 


your Religion before LU THER 2 They wiſh us with-* 
all, to take into our Serious Confederation, the ſtate of our - 
Forefathers, who lived and died in the Re/zzzon of the. 


Church of ROME ; asking us, if we dare think, that 
they were all damiu'd: We need not trouble our heads 
with ſhaping an Ax/wer to ſo frivolous s poſtin, becauſe 
we durſt never yet be ſo hardy as to aftirm, that all are 


damu'd, wholive and die in the Communion of the Church _. 


of ROME; but do openly declare to the World, that 


tho we think our own Religion the ſafeſt; yet many. of ' 


that Communion have. been heretofore, and many alſo 
are at this day, under ſuch Circumſtances, as encourage 
us to hope very well -of ther as to their farure Hate. 
However if it ſo well deſerve our conſideration, what's 
become of our Forefathers; doth it not as well deſerve 


the Conſideration of the ROMANISTS, what is - 


become of many of theirs ? Yea, What will become of 
the greateſt part. of the Chriſtian World, who live and 
die Sag of their Communiou? And if they would have 
us think the worſe of the Reformation, leſt by thinking 
well of it, we ſhould be wanting in Charity-to our #a- 
thers, which yet we are by it no way obliged to be.; 


ſhould it not move them to think the war/e of - their Reh- : 


gon, that it conſtrains them to think fo awbaritably, not 


only of their Fathers, but of all KheWerld -but them-. 
ſclves only 8 | A + How} 
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| to turn Reman Carbalich for Salvation, 
- | How many moſtEminent and Worthy Perſors , How 
1 | many great and famous. Churches, muſt I be obliged, by 


t | embracing the ROMAN Faith, to believe excluded from 
> | SALVATION2> Upon theſe terms, I cannot fee how 


| is poſſible for me to be Reconciled to the Church of 
ROME, without profeſſing my ſelf an irreconcileable Ene- 
»y.toall the Chriſtian World beſides. I muſt turn Heftor, 
: and.call all other Chriſtians, Damu'd Hereticks. | muſt 
; | needs ſay, this appears not to me, like that Meek and 
Lamb-like Spirit of the Bleſſed JESUS, which is given 
by him to his Dove-like Spouſe, that thus Rants it im his 
pretended Yiars, and their Adherents. It ſeems not to 
be much a kin to that Chriſtian Charity, which hopeth 
and believeth all things, and thinketh no evil, x Cor. 13.7. 
I muſt make nothing of Condemning all PROTE- 
STANTS and PROTESTANT Churches, of what other 
Deuomination ſoever ; and theſe alone are no incon(ſide- 
rabl6-part of Chriſtians: Theſe Hereticks ( faith Bellar- 
of wine) poſſeſs many aud ample Provinces, ENGLAND, 
SCOTLAND, (and ,why not IRELAND > ) DEN- 
MARK, SWEEDL AND, NORIYAT ;. no ſmall part of ' 
GERMANT, POLAND, BOHEMIA, and HuNGA 
he might have faidalſo, of FRANCE, and ZZELVET, 
It was anciently the Cuſtom, ( faith 7o/er) that 1 
POPE did three days every year, tho-gow but # 
year , viz. upon the Holy Thurſday ( he means 1 
Thurſday immediately before EaFer, call'd Cang. Bt 
zi ) with great ſolemnity, before all the Peoples t 
der out his Sentence of Excommunication againſt: i 
reticks, of what Name or Set ſoever; but againft the . 
Queey of ENGLAND ( which was then Q, Elzzaberh.) 
7 by zame ; withall their 4e/zevers, receiveys, favoarers, 
and defenders - all that read-their Books pablick- 
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.  . Vagnits No wonder therefore, if this: GREEX Church 
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ever pretence, tho there be no error in them, or with a. 


deſign to confute the error, if there be any, without his 10 
Eolineſss Licenſe ; againſt the Keepers, Printers, and” 
Defenders, in any manner, of the ſame ; againſt all | *- 
Schiſmaticks, and ſuch as pertinaciouſly withdraw them-'} W' 
ſelves, and depart from their Obedience to the POPE ; | 2" 
againſt any one that ſhall ſo much as fay, that Calvis | 1 
was a good man ; againſt all that appeal from the Orders, th 


Decrees, or Mandates of the POPE to a future COUN-! 


C[L. And 'tis very well known, that they are not all 
PROTESTANTS who have done fo. 
Neither will this ſuffice, I muſt alſo condemn the 


whole GREEX Church, which how Ancient, and of how | t 
large Extent it is, is very well known: And ſome rea- | P 
ſon there ſeems-to be for it ; For ( faith Bellarmine) the | Þ 


Greeks in the year 45x, in the Council of CHALCEDON,. 
conſifting of 600 Biſhops, endeavoured to make the Pts 
triarch of CONSTANTINOPLE equal to the Biſhop of® 
ROME. And again, . /» the year 1054, they pronouncd | 
the Biſhop of ROME t6 have. fallen from his degree of © 
Dignity, and the Biſhop of QQNST ANTINOPLE ?o be 
the firft Biſhop. And thohe' pretends that theſe Greeks 
were -once reconciled to ROME in the Council of FLO- 

RENCE, yet he adds, that they always returned to their 
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Ttannot- eſcape Damnation: And'yet this poor Reprobated 

Ehurch yields not to that of ROME in any of her own: 
prificipal- Marks of a true-Church. I reid that the Chri-* 
ians of. her Communion, in NATOLIA, CIRCASSIA,* 
MENGRELLIA, RUSSIA, GREECE, MACEDONIA, 
EPIRDS, THRACTIA, BULGARIA, &c. do very near, 
if not quite, ,gqual the numberof” thoſe who are-of the 
ROMAN Communion, R000) RR ES 


up 
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to turn Roman Catholick for Salvation. 63 


And yet will not. this be enotgh,” unleſs we include : 
1 in this Sextence of Condemnation, all the Aſſyrian Chriftt- 

ans living amongſt the Mahometans in BIBT LON, ASST. , 
RIA , MESOPOT AMIA, PARTHIA and MEDIA, 

with the Facobites, Armenians, Egyptians, Athiopians, 

and the vaſt Empire of the ABASSINES: All theſe 

I muſt look upon as cut oft from CHRIST, merely for 

their diſowning the POPE's Authority, tho they ſhould 

4 be found Orthodox in all other points. And truly I know 

[1 J. not how to get up to that height of boldneſs, not to be 

afraid of condemning ſo many Chriſtiaxs, moſt of which 

have given, and do yet give to the World the moſt no- 
table Tefimony of Fidelity to CHRIST, that can be ex- 
pedted, in their. conſtant ſufferings for the ſake of his 
holy Name and*Goſpel. 

After this Conſideration of whole Churches, it ſeems 
needleſs for me:ta come down to that of fing/e Perſons, 
4 tho confeſſedly of greateſt Note and Eminence in the 
1 Church of CHRIST, both for Learning and Piety, How 
4 S:. Polycarp Biſhop of SMERNA;-and a famous Martyr, 
who wonld not obey PuAnitetns,-but ſill keep his Ea- 


fter contrary to the cuſtom of the ROMAN'Chureh, and my 
therein ſeem'd either-as'ig#0dint of his duty, or as;ffab- - 
- | - Zorn as any PROTESTANT #vor how” his: Succeſſor im _ 
| that See, Polzcrates, who defended himſelf and-hisGhugeh - - 
/ | fo arrogantly againſtthe "Authority *of the ROMAN ___ 
| Church, more than ſufficiently declared by P-Fifer; till 7 
*' pleading; the example of Polycarp,” and Anthority- , 


Fohn, as tho he had never heard Sr: Peteriwyas made 
Prince of the 4poſtles, or that tH&'Bi/hoprot ROME were - © 
his S«cceſſors in that Authority over. Churches. - Haw - - 
Tren@xs and all his Fellow-Biſhops of the Gallican Ch : 


| who ſo preſumptuouſly took upon, them to ex e 
2} the matter withythe. fame Yifor, and: in very homely 
LA. 7. TT OE 
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No Neceſſity for a Proteflant © 
terms to chide him for excommunicating thoſe Afiay? 
Chriſtians for not changing their Ancient Cuſtoms at 
his Command. How &?. Cyprian the holy Biſhop offi. 
Carthage, and Martyr, with his Biſhops of Africa, Numia 
dia and Mauritania, joining with him in ſo'contumaci=}} 
ouſly reſiſting P. Stephen : The Sixty Biſhops inthe Mi- 
levitan Council ; or thoſe Two bundred and Seventeen, 
whereof the famous S?. 4uf7in was one, who not only 
ſtubbornly rejeFedrthe Claim, but alſo manifeſtly Jemon- 
Frated the Fraudulence and Forgery of three POPES, 
Zofimus,Boniface, and Czleftine about appeals to ROME. 
How all theſe ſhall be exempted from this Cenſure, 1 
know not. Did not the /ater of theſe African Councik 
decree, That the Biſhop of the Firft See (meaning ——_ 
ſhould not be call d the Prince of  Priefts, or chief Prieft, 
or any ſuch thing, but only the Biſhop of "the Fir#$ See 2 
Did it not excommuticate every Prieft that ſhould. 4p; 

eal to ROME 2? It ſeems to me, that S?. Athana/ius jeould 
have no great opinion of the Þrfalliblity of 'P. Liberiug, 
when, through fear, himfelf had forgot he had any\ſuchi-: 
thing, and conſented with the 4rriavs to the 'Condeme-! 

nation of that holy Father. St. Hierom ſeems not'to- 
have had any thoughts of the POPE's Supremacy, when” 
faid, That whereever there is a-Biſhop, whether at: 
zg7eat-ROME, or petty Eugubium, he is of the ſame Merit. 

'*+ and Priefthood. Neither did eitherbhe or S:. AuFin ſeern 
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the Epiftle to the Hebrews 
Aboveall, whatmuſt Y 
| ory the 1, who cal 
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Blaſp hembies 4 Fi ch-4t , that whoſoever Tehred it, ſhewd 
Kenfelf to be-the forerumer of Autichriff + If 1:malt be- 
lieve this great: POPE and:SAINT, I'knowiwell- 
-what. to-think-of; moſt-of, his Swtceſſars inithe.7; | 
Chair ; 1f I, muſt-not- believe 27m, why muſt I belivhe 
thoſe who ſucceeded him 2 Had:not He and They-oneand A 
ij fame Authority as POPES of ROME 2 Believe both +" -» + 

cannot ;/ and: disbelieving, either, asiall PAPISTS, no ©... = 
leſs than [, muſt.disbelieve the one, ; Farm no better than | —_— 
a Heretick, and uncapable of Salvation, 

Farther: yet, I find that the African Comneil but: now: 

mention'd, did alledge for it ſelf the $:xth Canmof-the 

Firſt General Council held at: NI CE, which is this} Lee 
the old Cuſtom be:kept through Agypt, Lybia' and Penta- 

polis, /o,;that: the” Biſhop of ALEXANDRIA have bf 
piwer over-all theſe, "16/5 the Biſhop of-R OME hath , © 7 
alſo Loney Cultome. "By this Canon theſe two: Biſhops - 1 2 


ſeenr to; be-ma equal in Power. In the Fourth Geof | £4 0: 08 
 Collgeil Uk Caledon and Ninth Canon, it'is ordered, + © 8 
\.. Thakigf a»y Biſhop or Clevk have 'a Controverfie with the IN 


olitan of that Provins *Fbey bay; oye tothe 
Promice fs = ; or centai oo ei Phe. eros ah 


gl it by Ps Leo: the: RN what: [mold if if vl 
rl ſane: Cenſure of CooMdenandtion ſome af &] of 
General Councils that ever were. ry his 1 


averydari tter; and: not. aſh 
haye4 C—_— ed tarf 


#1 
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ongy calt'd hy her” the Metebang ifris of "all Eburches. 
| {amt 5 her 7udgment and D | 
oy Aron and Commandſhe mult-be, that Her fole | 
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IT. I have now conſider'd ſome of the many Difical- 
ties. am'to ſtruggle with,”-before-T can get through to 
the iChurch: of!!R O ME.” "And truly: they ſeem to. me, 
whatever men of .more ſtrength and .courage may. think, 

little leſs than Zaſuperable. . And yet after all this,, if [ 
may. be convinced the the Authority of the RO MAN 
Church lath' ſafficient.grounds of Scripture and Reaſon 

to. ſupport/ it; | muſt iconfeſs:no 'Diftculty in my way 
ought to diſhearten me from breaking through it. - Bug 


then again,If muſt believe that there 1s ſuch an wncontro?, - 


table Power in the Church, in ſome Ore Church, in the RO- 

MAN Church by name, yea, in the Biſhop of that Church ; 
and if I muſt fo believe this, :that I muſt not leave in my 
Sout any room at all for the leaſt”Charitable thought of 
any man's Salvation, who belieyes it nots-I think ig ng 
leſs than needful, that I have Cleare/t ang.maſt ws; 


deniable Bvidence in the World d for.wyhat E believe; leſt. 


the Sentence of Condenmmation ſhould-revoul upon, my#elf # 


. for my Temerity and ngbaritmbleneſs. - 
Indeed if this Church nay be w'd to bear witneſt to- 


its own Authoritys andylach 
cannot wagt it.” The Conneal 


of ity mult be warrant Pan NE and nothing elſe any 
warrant without it, for 4!l things that belong to Chrz 
Tian Relig liggone' Whoſe (4A ( faith Becanus in” his Compen- 
dium) tn matters of Ea and Religion followeth the true 
Church of Chriſt Et 

an Church: iS cannot erg. a 
ing-the true-C harch of E mh 1 


out 


Ee; And this we are- 


zproveth to be the Ro- ' * 
Faith and Religion, fee® 4. 
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' to turn Roman Catholick for Salvation. 
ſhorteſt C ompendium of all Controverſies. This then; being . 
to ſupport the whole Fabrick of POPERY, had need to 
Ntand on firm ground. 

This growd | would now fain diſcover, Why then muſt 
we bel : A that the ROMAN Church hathvthis, Sovereigy 
Authority in Religion ? 1 muſt confeſs my ſelf one of thoſe 
ſturdy Fereticks, that cannot believe. without Reaſoy, 
WhenT hear that Church telling me; ſhe is Iyfallible, and 
hath all Power over all other Churches ; 1 cannot believe 
it till have ſome better reaſon for it than this, That She 
muſt be all that, which She is pleaſed to fay of her ſelf; 
and therefore muſt be ufallible and Ommnipotent too, if She 
fay it. And I ama little trqubled to fay, that this i is all T 
can get out of her forany fatisfaction,leſt even PROTES-+ - _ 
TANTS thovld think 1 ſay iacredille things of her, and 
that Le nd other deſipn;,” but to make all the-Learned - 


Meg ICI £& ommunion m ridiculous, in talking to us | 2 ; 2 

as to Children, alwiys childiſhly. But it is not in my;power, . * © A 
Y to mak@their Arguments be they are;;nor. Civ. ' 0 
Y in we co reachrhem'whaBio fun; and Lam furgmy 7em- 2, CYB 
Y #7 organic gpttirticngcempr me wo oyerierte. >, 
ot Proms of their ales. PheSery bell 
* yet met.,with, with how: oEh 471 

| VEE they ate drefs'd'up Atgot 
in iny opiniony thahe; 
own Authority and Infall 


and 7nfallibHity; and thera Loyal eltNer DEL 47 en 
both, betoreI can believe them, evenwhilſtar my bes 
for a reafex why I ſhould Kiel em, or} om 
lieve them atall, .ngr! "a 4 Avnſcn ve bw Leek - 
The Miſhonaries tAl ug 
> any. Pains or Difficulty 
and whilſt they 
believe them, M 


hath this Authority'they: others for, is as great 1 DF- 


culty as they can meer'with. Tf they ſhould here offer us £ 


(what is ſo much talk'd of by ts the Teſtimony of the Þ 
Pniverſal Church, there is nothing more plain,” than'thar Y 
they do but Mock us. For this can.be nothing ele baoge = | 
Church of ROME's Teſtimony for her own Authority. 

cannot, I fay, be any thing elſe, becauſe the thing they 
are-proving 1s, 7 hat She alone is the One, Holy, Catholick 
and Apoſtolick Church : And wereit any thing elſe, they 
would never diſcover it to us, becaufe they would there- | 
by give us an #7 anſwerable Argument againſt what they 
would prove her to be ; for if they will ſhew us any ©- 
ther Church or Churches by the Teſtimony whereof Her | 
Authority may be proved,we arethereby cnabled to prove. | 


She is not the Only true Church out of which there i910 Sab-* F" 


vation, What then can this Teſtimony be? i it "RE the by 
Firſt and pureſt Ages of the Church 


brought forth 2 Not fo to: be ſure,. for P 1 " 


(they ſay) from the beginning. and glorieth of. ug * 
quity above all things: I$itzthe Feft;mmony of al} ens 4 
the World that protels Chri/tAinity 2 It cannot be, for alt * 
theſe,, if not of her'Commilizon, are padre Fa 
ſtate of. Damnation for den her: Aut | 

eo them to witueſs. that. to be\ 


| lid becanſe 
-the is point of Faith cannot-ſtand 
upon*w fallthle Teſtimony. - By this 'tis very clear to me, } 
hat the Te/t6 ony of: jof gh Catholick Church'6f Chriſt, if ix 
offuced tor the Aatbority.of the'Church of ROME, 

ng: elle but'the Charch.of. ROME own + 
Wards and [ kata Fr oO, Woe the the, ah. a good word... 1' * 


I have heard aggi in _ talk SFr wy al Tri 
"anonng ROWANICATHOLICKS ; biir if thiey #He% "0 
this for their Church's Author7ty , they | give ts only the -X-* 08 
fame thing again in other Words. Univerſal Tradition Bs: 
canghc nothing elſe but the 7e/timony of the Univerſal -"S 
Church, ad that muſt be the Church of ROME; and fo e's, 
we are not xdvanced one ſtep farther than we were be- 
fore. The Credit-we are to give unto Yaiverſal Tradition 
depends 6h the Authirity of the ROMAN Church, which 
we have nor yet found, but are enquiring alrer, - - 
If Fathers and Councils be qo. ud in to Witneſs this 
Authority, all the noife they make will prove but the 
Voice of the ROMAN Church, crying her ſalf up for 
the: Sreat"N/ava'ot the World, and thundring Avathema 
to. all che wg por fall. down and worſhip her. Will 
| | Mts} of either Father or Council, | 
Eh has taught them , or againſt _ 
7 Of {hall #licy be allow'd to over-rule IS 
py cal Tris tion of the A IAS of 
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50 Yet, - whent conſider how theſe neigh Fs: 
- Tani «hag | chink " kh Ex 
good carne produce if.6g 
Gy pe ky alatolk: Ml the a2 
| my. foil, tſers of rp: ra 
to ridlity , Gaye 


chinþ Fl "frag for 


4 
7 : * 

© 1 * 

s COIN 7+ 2:4 EDS % if of Ny D 


9 fig. Mich pp i 4 
Y.*"2 o 7 "0 
A « "3 Ag 


No _ Des Protoſtent wY is Ti Y 
apain, that both the Canowand the'Se/e'of SCRIPTURE 
depend, ' as to us, on the Authority arid Interpretation ot 
their Church And can its Teſtimony then poſſibly a»# 
mount to any more than that Church's bare Word 2 D&* 
not they deny us a Judgment of Diſcretion, whereby we\, 
ſhould diſcern ſor our ſelves, whether it ſpeak for, or. 
againſt their Church's Authority > And will they yet pro-? 
duce it to convince us of the Authority:by which alone 
we are both to receive and underſtand it? It cannot be: 
produced to convince us in our Judgment, for we are not” 
allow'd any uſe of our J4gment in the Caſe. It muſt be; 
only to convince themſelves that we are Hereticks; and [2 
dare ſay, that may be done without the Scripture ,, as ! 
_ as with it, whilſt their Church 9s Bot Seyſel | 
OT 1t. 

But becauſe they know we magnify it, they will 
produce it, tho I cannot ſee towhat"ather end, than to! 
perſwade us to take heed of : ruſting 00 ith Mut p10 wb 6) of 
thinking it worth any thing; afteryt harh/ſhex 5 he 
true Church, ;. It muſt be belieyd-no lor So 
thorized to ſpeak that” tut hority, whit 

| byit; ſa that by , ph. col Uhr -D 
Stapleton' - - its OW neduthority. fore Vi 
Tripl. c. 15- . thasgod hath commanded 


the prop en 1 ſole cauſeof 8B TE partly on mani} 
", fi RgSeriptures; by which we. are remitted tothe teaching. 
| 50 Au ureh.5 4 44/50 7 the Creed, &c.* This then i is the 
; _s enGELArodUuc eriptir e, that we may be, convinceg 4 
7 | E ayeary of it, after we are | 
Knowietg of the Church's au 


ht es. Go VHS 


© + 10 turn Roman Catholic, for Satuation. - 
ded ha to the-Chureb'of ROME 1 tho'ir cannot.do fo |. 
my&h for vs neither, but as that Church guides it); and”. 
having'thank'd-it for its kindneſs, we are then to bid ut 
good Night. : | 
Now ſeeing manifeſt Scriptures are promiſed us,” to 
ouidgius to the ROMAN Church, 1 think it reaſonable 
ro.expect;- that they produce ſuch Scrjprures as are more 
manifeſt to us ,_than their Churcb's Authority , which is 
to be proved by them ; ſeeing it is by their Evidence 1 
am to be convinced of that, which as yet is anevident to- 
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where 1 was before , 
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they both teach.us our ag oak : and a, it.is, if they? 
knew of any ſuch thing, that they ſhould not as plainly 
inſtru& us in our Duty to the POPE or Church. of ROME* 
wherein. our Salvation, the. main thing. IS were tos 
take.care for, 1s ſo deeply concern'd. hs” Po 
p But what a theſe manifeſt, Scri Flee 

nd our Bleſſed Saviour ſaying to 

18.) Thou art Peter, and Ns the Tore / 

Charch, and the gates of Hell ſhall -not. Prevail 

And 7 will give unto thift ; He 5 of. the, Kingdom * Hea: 
ven, &c.:but I find. not..that-al this, whateye EY ay. 
Tie pils was manifei?ly Td to-the Biſhops. of ON by 


rig. VAR. and, obvious nd Chir Bellar, 


L 1. C. io. 
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I Churches 


OR, not 2 Wo to LE that this Rock muſt needs. | 
be a Monarch inveſted with a Swþremacy of | Power over 
the whole Charch, or that this Moxarch/-muſt- needs be 
the. Biſhop. of ROME, or that' the Gates of Fell ſhall. 
never prevail againſt the ROMAN C harch; for all this, 
we'muſt be beFolden to. that Church's own Word, or we 
ſhall neyer find it in:this place. : - 
. 1 find again, that Chrif commanded St. Pezer (Joh. 
LI. I6.) to feed bis Sheep,- and his Lambs; as indeed it 
is the Duty of all Paſtors of the Church to do; and both 
St. Peter ( 1 Pet. 5. 2.) and St. Paul, (48s 20.28, J 
tell us-as much; and ſo much the apter am I to " 
whether the POPE be ſo much as-a good Paſtor of 
Chriſt's Sheep or no. ſeeing he 7s ſolittle care to-Feed, 
and ſo much to Fleece them. - I am ſure I read of -no 
&but one nf She oy avs and Biſhop of. Souls;*which © 
ere cells us;-is Chr? JESUS himſelf, 1 Per.2. 25. 7 * 
es were all Shepherds under Him; but where 


! ani eſt Scriptire-to ſhew that'St.. Peter Wane,” : cat 


pherd, with\Commi ſ Uc MN to Feed and Rule too, * acl Ap 
nor iwonly the Sheep,but the Sheph 2 | 

where is the Commiſſion give Tt . 
len bo ge verwtt 
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thereby ſubjef+. to ſome of thoſe:Biſhops, which did not > 
well fait with the Dignity of an 4p " &: 

E read thoſe words of St. Paw, 1 Cor. 12.21. The: iead i 
cannot ſa ay to the feet, I have no need of you. But that the - 
POPE is the Head, and all Chrif7ians, Kings, as well as 
others, the Feet ; I may poſſibly read in ſome ſuch Fefuit 
as Bellarmin, but I am ſure I thall never read it in the 
SCripture, 

Many more fuch parcels of Scripture as theſe, they 
give us; but after the moſt ſerious peruſal of theny alk, 

[ profeſs I cannot find any thing like manife#?” Scripture - 
for the Authority of the ROMAN Church. And there» 

. fore it ſeems yet as plain to me, ay that 7wo and Three 
make Five, that the bare Word of that Church, without - 
any kind of ſolid Proof, is all that the __ to-ſthew for_ 
her Authority. She ſays great thingg,of her Je, and et? 
talks ſometimesof Scripture, but much more of Fivhers | 
and Conncils, and Dniverſal T1 rodities amber: 2 | 

_ thing that's. Kererable ; but when a: Ant [ 

_ together, *tis but the Ofakand Prfiical raditie 
Preſent Church, that 1 1s , HenzoOwn | 
ration. 7 KBs SO DTT ig uh Be 

If wehave a "Vette. -Sorgpt! - far" ; 
mu "take jv as the hath ta » ipe 
Vulg in Which the Comcit of, TR 


tell is where-+0 indie; for-ſhe is i 
fome pablick Comment , or'®% Wh © 
to tell us what it is. If we may be atlowd'to-hear the © 
e | Teftimimyof the Farhers, ſhe muſt ſtand at their B/baws, © 
s and bn pry them vom to fay ; we muſt have them in - — 
ie 3 no ters - S0dedtywanerend, and if _— have beert at ih 
© Schoo on h in the Yaticay, or ſorne Religious ” .- _ 
Houſe, "tis Hi oogh they were reaſonably well inſtruct- . ; cad 
y ed in her own Language, before they. were allow'd to i 
by go abroad again. However, ere they.paſs the Preſs, 23.46 
EC - an Ex argatory- -Index can teach them either to Speak, 24: . , 
_ or to be Sitert, as ſhe thinks moft ſeaſonable. 'Conncils { = 
| nay be heard, but only ſuch as have his Zoliveſs's famp *. | 
upon them ; and how we can underftand them' any bet- * 
'rer "ys the Scriptare , till he Zzterpret for us, is bard _ 
[4 =D all returns to this {till, That'we have - -  - 
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Ee have , of cle periſh' exits. 
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know for our learning, by what happy meavs this won- © 
- derful'\ Agreement. is efftected-,, he tells us,' /r is by an © 


b- 
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equal Submiſſion to the Determinations of their Church;that 


is, as | underſtand it, by taking her bare Word for-eve- 
ry thing. No oxe of them . (ſaith he) tho the moſt learned 


and wiſe, ever following any other Rule in their Faith be- 


| they have renounced and depoſed. . However,- if this be. 


&s 
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Xx £2tr muſt 


frdes this, of unanimouſly believing as the Church of God 4 


(or ROMAN Church) believes. And if this be ſo, I 
wonder to what purpoſe their Learning and Wiſdom can 
ſerve them,any more than their Judgment and W:t,which 


true Repreſenting, I ſhall not, I hope, .find it.difficult to 
find out the Church's Word and Authority , 'on which 
my. Faith muſt ſtand. * Every Member oftit, tho he 
have no more than the o/d Col/jer's Faith, car help-me 


to it in any part of the World, for all agree like ove I 


Man- in every Article, and therefore ſhre: in this moſt- 


fundamental one. But what now ſhall | think aftes this, 
if it ſhould fo- fall out, that hardly oze in_a 
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undred-of- 7 


theſe Members know either where this Church of thems is - 
to be found, or what thoſe; Determinations of hers are, - * 


unto: which-'they ſo ananimonſly ſubmit2 Nay,what if 


their Ehurch' it felf' cannot; tell them this? When She 
hath fſaid-all She can, 'to-mform both. chem and vs, ſup- 


whatever 


. poſe it ay two to one; that we ſhall be miNaken init, 


keto be the ROM A N Church, ar her 
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ceeding "hard, to*tye a man under pain, of Damnation, 
ro-believe he kriows not what, and what no body can 
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- + apfaBible Word. Fhis/is it, that am now fora Claſe, to. | 
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are ſo divided among chemlelyes; that r do not = OT 6 
S__ eyer they cartagree about it. - 1s there no-Dife tt 
2% in that Church about this Pcwer 2 Have they not” wo pg... 
been even at Daggers wing; among themſelvesabout 
it 2 Is the Controverfie yet decided 2 Or can any one | 
promiſe me that it ever ſhall. 2 There is a great Diverfity LEES 
among the ' Schoohmen- (| faith our REPRESENTER) in © © Ooh 
their Divinity- Points, and Opinions of ſuch matters as are” - 4 => 8 
no Articles of Faith, and have no relation to it, but as fome SR Ion, 
Circumſtance or Manner, which being never defined by the' ,o 7 1. On 
Church, may be maintain'd ſeverally, either this way, or that. ee 
way, without « any breach of - Faith, -or injury to their” Reli- 4 


« - 
FI wo rea W% 
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gion. I'will not ſtay hereto ask him, what greater 4 -. © 2,45 


verſity he can find amongſt the Members of. our Church” 2... 37 
than he heregrants to be amongſt PAPISTS z;nor why "Fees 6 a 
our Diviffoxs being no. greater than zheirs, non” more _- ER 
nearly related to:any: A4rticle of - Faith, ſhould be leſs -- 545, ay 
conſiſtent with.the T/nity of the Church ( as is CONMMmon-- , Eby. ER. 
us );than zheirs are. ; ButTask, whe, - 3 CON 
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the” preme- Ant! rity-of the ROMAN Church, be-* 67> Be ae 
an article oF the m_— "Faith, or. no? And: again, " Wes * 
| ers.of Church, *be 250ne man” 3s 
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JF »* No Neteſſty for « Proteflamt + 3 
in the Church of ROME ; and in this all PAPIST'S as" 
_ one -man unanimouſly agree ; but about the Circum- 7 
ſtances of this Power, there 1sa great _— OY Opiz. 
vious among them ; yet is this no injury to their Reli- - 
gion, Tho without a better agreement about theſe Cir= ! 
cumſtances, no man ( in my opinion ) can be able. to. 
fatisfte me, what their Rel/ig/on is; for theſe Circum- 
ſtances about which they differ, are no more but fuch 7: 
znconfiderable things as theſe, Whence this Power is ; ? 
whether it be of God, or of Men; of Divine or Human 
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't0 turn Remi Cotholick for Salvation. I 
not Whence ( which is yet the moſt material Circam- PE 


ſtance of all the reſt.) yer, at leaſt, Whar and Where 
Thee in chalicng/d by this Otwreh, 2 Power of over- Es 


i ruling our Faith by her Zufallible Judgment, and a Power” | 
* of commanding our Obedrence by her Soveraignty: It 


BY wilttherefore concern me to. ask, How I may be rightly | E 
" inform'd in both theſe great branches of her Power, un- FF. 
' to which my /abjetio ts required upon pain of Damne- 7 
£00: . _ 
x. She claims a Power. of Interpreting or giring the hp: - 4” 2. 
cnn ſenſe of Seriptare, of Judging and finally Dec _. 


= ding all Controverfies of Religion , of pereneptorily Defe- - +, 
" ning and Determining inallt matters of Faithand 9r-cond _— 
JS Prattice; fo that all are. bound', without any further Fo 
diſpute: or ſearch, to ſubmit to all her Dererminatiolns and 7, 4505 
Decrees. INF ABLEBLE then, we muſt believe this - yl 
Church:to: bezand that ſhe cannoc Fry in her Ro Fe EY 
of Faith and Manners : + robes where this INFALEF, oo 
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No Neceſſity for a Prot:flant  - 
quently are ſubjet to miſtakes. And further he tells us, 
That tho ſome allow the POPE the affiſtance of a Divine}. 
Infallibility, without being in a General Council ; yet he's. 
ſatisfied 'tisonly their Opinion, and not their Faith, there ©: 
being no obligation from the Church, of aſſenting to any ſuch 
Doftrine, And tho he maintain the Neceſſity and Right "© 
of General Councils /awfully Aſſembled, yet is it not ſo*' 
plain, wherher he count them z»fa!lible or no, by what,” 
he ſays in that Chapter of Councils. This we are told, 
That if any thing contrary to what Chriff taught, and. his 
Apoftles, (hmld be defined and commanded to be believed, + 
even by ten thouſand Councils, he believes it damnable in : 
one to recerve it. But in the following Chapter, he ſpeaks * 
out, and ſays, That by the Afiftance of the Holy Gho#t, © 
they are ſpecially protetted from all Error, in all Definitions 
and Declarations in matters of Faith : And this is true, ® 
tho he grants it poſſible, that the PaFors and Prelates 3 
there aſſembled, may be proud, ignorant,covetous,exormaus | 


fimners, and infamous for other vices, and at other "times 

may prevaricate, make Innovations in Faith, and teach er- © 

roxeous Dottrines. Now a man would think, That if all 

the Guzdes and Paſtors of the Flock (not one excepted Yo 

may err, then the ous which are bound to follow their 7 
0; 


Shepherds, may err alſo; and if the Fallible lead the Fak 7 
lible, 'ris not. impoſſible for both to err; and who 1t-is ® 
that is infallible, is hard to fee. And again, ſeeing he .? 
tells us, That Chrift committed the care of his Flock ta © 
$t.Peter,- and that the :POPE' or Biſhop of. Rome. is in 7 
this charge, St; Peter's Succeſſor, and that God. aſſifts thoſe ® 
who have this charge, with a particular helping Grace, ſuch © 
as has a ſpecial reſped to the Office and Fundtion, and that 
ſuch as: was. given to the, Prophets, and to Moſes, when be. 
was made aGod toPharoah.. I cannot ſee, but it multbg 

as conſequent toall this, that, on thould be /vfatl 
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DH F oa: as that a Geweral- "Council i is fo, eſpecially when i it Jr AE 
1s his approbation. that gives force to it's Decrees. More 1% 
over, it - 15 not cafie to believe that God hath made a = LS 
promiſe of Zefallible Afitance to any number of Paſtors _ + © 7 
and Prelates, who are nobetter qualified, than he fappo- — .*, © 3 
ſes they may molt of them be, with Pride, Tgnorance, . * " 
HY and Yice, Turbulence and Covetouſneſs, and - 5 

| it may be, under an Heretical Pope, ( for ſuch, "tis 
granted he. may be )) and as wvtcious too, and ignorant 
as any of them. However, there are two things which 
F make it very hard to find out this ufallibility, where Sel 
'E] he ſends us to ſeek it, in a General Conneil : For = pO. "A 
1 they muſt be venta aſſembled; and next, they muſt 5. - = 
determine notbing contrary to what Chriſt and his 4 : ©," "_ 
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&; | raught, otherwiſe *:z5 damnable to receive their An” £25 £2 
Jl rations. Now it-will be hard for me to find out how  '- | © 3 
Lamfully me were aſſembled, and therefore as hard to ©. + © 
believe all their Decrees as Infallible ; and, I fear 1 7 WORD 
2 muſt "a be. od to examine their Definitions, A * © 3” 24%. 2004 
2 to the Doftrine of Chrift >. 54 TL.. 
1 thereby ſeem to follow = R7 
. or. Spirit, rather pn the © - = ES 
= - Fidement of the Church Repreſentatiue. (hs +. 
3 is all then that T can learn from his Diſcourk OO FEE 

: 


take itfor a :rath, that this Iufallibility +1 
Genera, Council, and that it can-determine'n wy 
zrary to the Dodrine of: Chraft and his = 5 aA 
then I need not zuquare whetheriit h >dor 

though if it have done fo, *tis danmgple 
_—_ its Determinations. 2 I.w 
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Err, or Judg amiſs in matters of Fact. And Fo this h 


true, he may.even ſo err in the whole 'Paith, as far as 
can yet ſee; for.he may thus err 1n determining that whe. :. 
were ſuch Men as Chriſt and his Apoſtles 3 that any of 7! 
them Preached, planted Churches, writ Books ; that theſe _ 
are their Books, or that St. Peter was at ROME, and 
was Biſhop there ; left the Biſhops of that See- his Succeſ- A 
ſors in all his Power ; ; that there hath been an uninter- 
rupted Succeſſion of Biſhops in that Charch ; that any we 
written Traditions concerni ing Faith and Manners were 
left to the Cuſtody of the Church ; and many more ſuch. ©: 
things, which were matters of Fad, and on which the 7 
Faith of that Church depends. Again he faith, That the * 
POPE, as a Private Dottor, may Err, even through Inno«" : 
rauce, in matters both of Faith and Manners. And ; 
the Church, whether Virtual or Repreſentative, may erÞ. | 
But I would fain hear, wherein the 'eannot Be, and - 
whether all Catholicks are agreed AS well inthaz. - PO. 
The famous Chancellor of Paris, Gerſon, Almain, Ab 
phonſus a Caſtro, the. Pariftan. Doors, ſes,” and*no- leſs - 
'man than P. ADRIAN the Virb Claith the fame A - 
thor ) have taught, That the PQEE 
- way be a Heretick, and teach. UNC 
any thing without a General COUNCIE, - A 
- as a Man he may be a Heretich,. NO re rhe 7 
may not'be fo as a POPE, for- Lk the Man and the 
"BOPEto be here 4oth oe. But further, theſe laſt ntined) > 
. will tave- this  Infallibility or. Judges ent # 
| "Xt, and--not in*the POPE. And*Bellarmin tells us, - 
. That this Opinion "ts not Facts -Heretical, and for this. 
'good fs, RC which it it ſhould not hold, they would. : 
boſea great part of their” Chunk) becauſe —_ o hal 
#, are tollerated in the Church yet it he Fa FrOeDIS, "1 
advexts Uhr AO i old em Þy his, tha 
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Brearvillerated the Churchof ROME; is 06. Terefie 4 
but if wot. tolerated, it.is: Indeed I know nor welt how: 
ever ſhe'can Err Heretically at 'this rate; A ſhe wil 
grow ſo wkind to her ſelf, as not to rollerate her own. 
Errors. 

The fame Jeſu tells us again, That i it was the Opinion 
of Albertus. Pighius, ( and whether he was fingular in 
it, or no, 1 fk; not now ask ) That the POPE ik 
uo means be a Heretick, or teach Herefie publickly, alt 
himſelf. alone define any thing without a Council. 
this Opinion he acknowledges to be probable, yet not ja 
tain. But F think "tis very certain that I | - 
been Hereticks, either 2s condemned by, or « 
one another: for Herefre. E 

he faith }) he moF? common Opinion, ad that 
a multitude of Authors, is this, That - 
can be a Heretick or no, yet he cannot © 
bp fferegics/ thing to be belted by t the _ 3 
by the mo/# ſare Opinion, tho - 
CCIT L908 well agreed 2 
| em "ſay ſimply, The 
wb == etc ron, 
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to think with wy ſelf; wick a "Reriofattion of < 
ſcience-l ſhall be able to live in that Communion. © 1 mu ry 
obey the = toms Jade, or elſe be damn'd; "And 
this. /rfallible Judg whom I muſt obey 2 It is the = 
of ROME, this all can tell me with one conſent ; but tho. 
this were true, yet am I no wiſer for it.; that whole Church © 
never yet met to FJudg or Determine of any thing. Who- 
is it then in this Church, to whoſe Judgment I muſt ſub= 2 
mit ? It is the POPE alove, fay fome; and yet theſe ſome = 
are not agreed, whether he may not define fome things 3 
raſbly, without due advice, at leaſt, when he is a Here- »* 
tick, as ſome Popes have been, it Popes themſelves ma 
be believed; and it ſeems nor impoſlible, that a Eerctich, 
obFinatein Error, may define ſomething rafhly and un- 
adviſedly. It is not the POPE, but a General COUN-.. 52 
CIL, fay others; and why theſe deſerve not as mich © 
credit as the former, I know not-; for they arc tolerated. 
by the Church, and ſurely the Iofallible "burch v It 
for ſhame tolerate any dangerous Error.” "Tis 9 neith! 6 ds 
the One nor the Other, faith a Third Pa arty, By Hr POPE 
in COUNCIL, or a COUNCIL confirm'db 90 OPE; 
and yet whether the Determmations of uch' a*Church= 
Repreſentative be of full virtue, till t ave been unt--,. - 
 verſally receiv'd, is made 2 Quay a Par rty.-: 
Where are we now, after all tl  to'feek our Tafall;- 
© ble Judy 2 Suppoſe a Ma 2 
oy Je, of hogs that the POPE himſelf is ſubjed* toe * 
I's) ; and again,- +hat a POPE, Eb. 
"EX NGIL, defigpthe contrary, that"th Zo 4 
. ſubjef? ta the POPE+ This is:no idle Suppoſition of an im- . 

\- --poſlible or unlikely thing ; for- whoſoever knows. what... 
was done in the Courcils of CONSFANCB and BASIE,. 
Fong,” of as many. Parriarchs, Archbiſhops, and Bis * ba 

moſt on ae. Swungh, ever M048 and again, . 
x en Sl 
Wh jy | 4 
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© LS baſis in the Councils of FLORE ICE, 

and the L£4TERAN, under ÞP: L EO the Xeh, mult” 

know that ſuch a thing, at leaſt, once came'to pals. - 

Suppoſe then this which once was, and if the POPE 

could endure to think of a: Free Council, might be again; 

what ſhould” I haye to ground any certain Faith up- 

on > I muſt ſtill nnder Pain of Damnation, ſubmit wy 

Faith to the Judgment of the Church. It is not, geithe; 

[ believe ever will or can be agreed upon, which is the 

Tudg ment of the Church, that of the COUNCIL, ib 

this FT the POPE, or the other of POPE and COUN& - 

CIL.- The Conteft is between thoſe that will admit of 

no Fug, and therefore of no Deciffion. Their Deter-. 

minatiins-already. extant, are dire&tly contrary one to- | 

anather, yet both pretended to-be of Faith. That hich 

cannot be fo, al and it may be nezther is ſo. -- And & Fc 
neither be to; it I would determine +; © -— 

my {elf t Rk of the Charchs De» EY 


got ke my og " muſt ſubmit wy 
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bath by Divine Right , a maſt full Power over. the what 
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It is held by many (faith Bellarmin Je that the PO 4. q 
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World, in Matters both Ecclefiaſtical and Civil. And 

for this Opinion, he names Auga/tinus Triumphus ,- AB 
varus, Pelagius, Panormitan, and others; with whom” 
their Angelical Doftor, Thomas of Aquine ſeems to _con-® 
ſent; /» the POPE (faith he) ts the Zop-beight of both: 
Powers. Z 
_ Others ſay, That the POPE, as POPE, hath no: 
Temporal Power at all, neither can any way command Se; 
cular Princes, or deprive them of their Kingdoms andy 
Principalities, tho otherwiſe they deſerve to be deprived of 
them. For this Opinion, he names not ſo much as over 
of their own Communion; why, | know not, unleſs 


” 


were, becauſe he knew. it to be an Opinion very. uns 


welcome at ROME, or becauſe he th t there wers 
. but a few inconfiderable P APISTS that held it. © Anc 


therefore he fathers it upon the Heretiets, whole. 0 
alty to their Princes will better bear it. #0 
The REPRESENTER here: te 
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Prot olcfeads for the extinguiſhing them, with all that 
. Yeſs and prattice them, and utter rooting. them out bs 
' Majefties three XK, ingdoms, and the whole Univerſe. T muſt 
do him right, notwithſtanding all this; for he hath not 
ſaid, That the whole Church of R OM E, or any Gene- 
rat Council hath condemn'd this Doftrine ; - or that it is 
by publick Authority, for the offence it gives, rafed out 
of the Canon-Law, nor the LATER AN Council; nor 
that *Proteſtant Princes can ſit as fafely in Popiſh | 
Countries, as Popiſh Princes may in Proteſtant Countries. 
And' when he tells us, That the Sentence of the Supreme 
Paſtor is to be obey d, whether he be Infallible or no; al- © 
tho I have a great py of the Loyalty of many PA- 
PISTS, I durſt hardly exgage for his, if there ſhould 
chance tobe ſuch a POPE again, as himſelf confeſſerh 
ſome have been. © 


But what faith lellirmis 2 A third fort there is, phat 
rakes a middle way ; and he "names not a few of them, 


himſelf being one of the number. Theſe hold, that the 
POPE;:a5 POPE, g ants Temporal Power di- 
rettly and immediately, But- ly only. fe fuch | 
as he' makes it, there.neec by WO. 1 : for it 

his = us, Tea even the Here 

tents and'p 

as the greare 


realy, a ny that- no! þ 
eſt. Anil Fences as thek | | 
the Fleſb, to Chaſtiſe, and evex. 

in order to the. Spiritual. ends of the 
POPE, tha not "as an ordlindry F; 

oor in order to, f ys al En: 
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-rue, either of the Rock, or hog or Paſtoral by F: 7 
I am confident, he never thought of. half this,. when 
he charged all Men to - ſubmit” zo the” King _ 'Us; 
PREME, r Pet. 2:13. Nor when, v.17. 7 Fo - 
Honour all Men, love the Brotherhood, fear God, honour 
_ the” King; he omitted to mind us of the great Duty 
of all, the. Subjefion we muſt yield:to his. Succeſſors,% 
the Biſhop s of ROME; <eſpecially,” when he' might 
well ſuppoſe we ſhould have been much -apter. trol. 
__ learn'd it of himſelf, than: of any of his cs { 
OrS. % 4 
'Tis time for me now, I think, to conſider, into'w - x 
a Labyrinth I muſt run my {elf, by. going over. to. the! 
Church of ROME; and: how 1.can behave my. 1elf, 
when I come there. 1-arh going ind) a Church,” out'o 
which I am told,” there"is no \Salvatzorn; yet I can 10 
foreſee, that this Church her ſelf can; tall me ſur 
how T may be faved in it. | Of this Church, 1: am: told s 
I cannot be a Member to; 7, purpoſe. if T be" -not- 1 
all things-Subje# and Obedient to. the Supreme Head o , 
it, theeP OP. And Cajett 6 him 1 cannot be, if 
altivel obey not his Commands ; for paſſive rg - $ 
now becomo- the & fp ed. "Badg x a Heretick. 
what the POP E's*Paw 


©, with no Body-that" ni leertainly: ir 


> abſolute Pats over all the World, ſome. - ts, Clay; 

i but only over Chriſtians, and in things: 'Spirk 
ys the third: Party ) tho'it be diredty 
' only Spiritgal, yet it-is'no leſs for that 


#4 but in-order to Spirituals', it reacheth' oy ed Dat 


PS 77 emporal Perſons, Laws: al. Fares; Bl 
is in me only, faith the POPE. Youare og” ta 


ir, fay ſome Councils , and the Doftors: of France; 


the the chi Pruchs 


to put downand ſet up POP] ES aa-they woklt 7 | 


Neal wh, Kings ” Emperors. Which we Xheſe.now oulL.-: 
[ believe and obey? . 

The Prince, under whoſe Govern:nent I live: - - 
command mie thing ;-=nd the POPE, my Sp1ritual- 
Father os MmMman the- contrary. How muſt now: 
do, to bear my: ſelf. evenly betwixt two: ſuch Mafeers > - 
I conſult my Spiritual Guides, and take the beſt 4d- 
vice I-can get ; ſome ſay-one thing, and ſore another ; 
and. which to believe, [ ſtand in need of another Guide 
to direct me; nay, .the Church it ſelf, knew T whete to 


in the right. if (Prin joſe; who tell meche POPE 
has no Power in* Temporal matters; then is-my. P! 
in all ſuch-Matters t6 be obry/4, fay.the POPE 


tell me the POPE 
Temporal: and Spiritual 1 

in nothing without? ” PQ F 
them,” who OY he PG OP! F's s Pome Tem) 
ters, 15-1 rhelt: oadires 
and-in ori i 

it, and no 

ever for; 


that my. Prince an 
mination:of this 


Zion of m my. own, or ome £ 
ich E! meg Take, | 


a 226% 


FT 


cofity for a Proteſtant * 
T have been conſidering all this while for my lf. 
alone, and the fatisfaQtion of my own Conſcience.” 'T pre» ® 
ſume not to judg for, nor of others. They+ who have. 
more Light, and better Eyes ,, may go on more' conjf7- 
dently ; "tis all my care, to go fafely for my ſelf; and as 
znoffenſruely as T can to all others. I ſee many Wiſe men 
among ROMAN-CATHOLICKS, andIdarenot” 
fay the contrary , but that they are of another Religion 
than I, becauſe they are Wiſer, and better able to Jo 
than I, If I chuſe as wiſely as I can for my ſelf, I can- 
not do'any better for my ſelf, and.I doubt not of being - 
faved whilſt I do fo well. And if it ſhould prove fo, thar 
I chuſe the worſe, he hath no reaſon to be angry with # 
me, to whom [I leave, and do not grudg the Zetter. -Þ 
[ cannot yet think it neceſſary to. Salvation, to believe 7 
that Church Tufallible, which not op in my opinion, ; 
but in the Judgment of all, other Chrif7zaxs, ( and they 7 
are two to one,, and more ) hath often Erred, and doth 3 
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: Mt tne Hoon Catholick fors1 
for turning PArios,, tic”; .efly think l am 
much ſoferas Lam a poor PRO(ESTANT. 3 ey 5 #. 
[ may 4s /afely, asT can freely, captivasc wy'Fu gone” 
both in Faith and ay rwged Doctrine and Lance 
the Blefſed JESUS, whom. all Chriffians unani  Þ 


acknowled +&-- IJUPREME g eg we 
HEAD of fe both Chaunret. | E an no lon ger loſe ; 


my 4abour, in ſeeking an Zfallible Guide, which © almoſt” 
every body can tell me-.of, but no man can: certainly 

ſhew me. Inſtead of an EcclefraFtical Monarch on Earth, 

I will content my ſelf with that Bleſſed and only Poten- 

tate, King of kings, and Lordof lords, whom tus Father 
hath made Sole ZIEAD of the CHURCH, which is his: 
Body ; who long, ſince tald us; that his Kingdom is not of 
this "World as, L fear, the ang 5 too much i Is 
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